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ABSTRACT

The present paper is the study of Hazrat Umar (RA), the second Caliph in Islamic history, as a
role model regarding the rights and responsibilities of a successful Ruler. For this purpose, only
this aspect of the period of Caliphate of Hazrat Umar (RA) comprising ten and a half year has
been studied through the primary sources. The historical record and traditions bring to the fore
that Hazrat Umar (RA) was very responsible Muslim Ruler who left a great model behind him
for the Muslim Rulers to come. He strictly fulfilled his responsibilities as a Ruler towards the
public together with introducing reforms in the state to face new challenges of the time. He was
the first Muslim Ruler who started patrolling in the streets of the Capital Madinah to get
firsthand knowledge of his subjects to resolve their issues and problems. To fulfil his duties
and responsibilities as a Muslim Ruler, he went beyond the traditional line of thinking and used
ijtihad so that modern challenges would be faced successfully. This paper argues that Hazrat
Umar (RA) is proved to be the best model for modern Muslim Rulers in fulfilment of state
responsibilities towards the rights of the subjects.

INTRODUCTION

After the death of Hazrat Abu kbar (RA), Hazrat Umar Farooq (RA) ascended
to the throne of Caliphate and his period of Caliphate is from 22" Jamadi-al-
Thani 13 AH to 1% Muharram-al-Haram 24 AH. The Model of his Caliphate
that he left behind him has been surely a beacon for the later Muslim Rulers.
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The footsteps of Islam and the era of the Holy Prophet peace be upon him are
adorned with brilliant and ambitious characters. Who is unaware of Farooq
Azam’s justice, patriotism, piety and best style of government? To put it bluntly,
it would not be out of place to say that the sun of Islamic equality continued to
spread the light of peace and tranquility in 2.2 million square feet in the era of
Hazrat Umar (RA).

If we look at the political system, governance style of today’s modern world
especially the Muslim world, it seems that they are is still too far away from the
Model that Hazrat Umar left behind, which ultimately brought human welfare
in a very short span of time. Governments today take pride in adopting the
reforms of this great caliph for the welfare and wellbeing of human beings.

No historian or scholar of the world has been able to come up with the principle
of cheap justice without ignoring the Model of Hazrat Umar (RA). The research
paper in hand is the study of responsibilities of a Ruler in the light of the
biography and character of Hazrat Umar (RA). It is also worth mentioning that
it may be in one's mind that only the conquests of Hazrat Umar (RA) have been
emphasized no attention has been paid to his reforms that he introduced during
his period of Caliphate.

The Rights of a Ruler in the light of Hazrat Umar’s Caliphate

When the rulers hear the name of Hazrat Umar (RA), they are reminded of the
whole history and the reality of what kind of ruler he was. In the light of the
biography of Hazrat Umar (RA), we get to know as to what the rights of a Ruler
over the public and what are the rights of the public over a Ruler. They may
well be summarized as follows:

Assistance In Good Deeds
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Addressing the gathering, Hazrat Umar (RA) once said: O people! We have a
right to you too, keep our goodwill in our absence and help us in good deeds.?

This tradition shows that the people should be kind to the ruler even in his
absence, not to start calling him bad if he is not present, but also to remember
him well and for his good deeds. They also must cooperate with him in his job.

1 Al-Tabarf, Muhammad b. Jarir, tarikh al-Tabari, Beirut: Dar al-Turath, 4/224.
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Guidance In Religious Affairs

Hazrat Umar (RA) addressed the people and said:
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“It cannot be an excuse for a dying person that he has deliberately taken error
as his guidance or left the right path perceiving it as an error. The Ruler should
pay the utmost attention to the religious deeds of his subjects which are the right
of Allah upon them and to which Allah has guided them."?

The Responsibilities of a Ruler in The Light Of Hazrat Umar’s Caliphate
Concerning The Judiciary

Devolution of power is essential for the management of the state. And there are
numerous administrative departments for the government. For example, the
Department of Education, the Department of Judiciary, the Department of
Defense, the Department of Finance, just to name a few.
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Hazrat Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) while delivering a sermon to the
people at Jabia, Syria, he said that anyone who wanted to ask about the recitation
of the Holy Quran he should ask Mu’az b. Jabal (may Allah be pleased with
him) and whosoever wanted to ask for inheritance he shoild come to Zayd b.
Thabit (may Allah be pleased with him) and whosoever needed wealth he
should come to me. Allah has given me treasure for wealth and made the
distributor.®
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Hazrat Umar (RA) was the first caliph to appoint judges in the cities, arranged
the people according to their tribes, kept donations for them from the wealth of
booties, and he bestowed on the people the best of things, and allocated the
stipend for the people of Badr, and gave them a preference over others, and in

2 Qadi Aba Yiisuf, Ya‘qiib b. Ibrahim, Kitab al-Kharaj, Lahore: Maktabah Rahmaniyyah, p. 49.

3 Al-Baihaqi, Ahmad b. Hussain, al-Sunan al-Kubra, Beirut: Dar ak-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah, 6/346.
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the same way, he allocated the stipend for the rest of the Muslims based on their
seniority in Islam and their loyalty .*

From the above-mentioned instructions and traditions, it may safely be
concluded that Hazrat Umar (RA) has played his vital role in all matters of
human welfare including education, finance which seem to be in the direct
hands of himself.

Implementation of Criminal Law
Gl paall B i G 3l 38y

He was the first caliph to punish a drunkard with eighty lashes.®

Blessed is the deed of Hazrat Umar (RA) that he punished the drunkard. It was
the custom in those days to punish anyone who committed a crime. If the ruler
implements Islamic criminal law strictly today and punishes the criminals, then
the chances of committing crimes will certainly decrease. Today, crime is on
the rise in the country because those who commit crimes are left in the lurch,
which affects others and the rest become rebels. The ruling party should take
stern notice of the crimes.

Expulsion of the Jews from the Arabian Peninsula

And he is the one who expelled the Jews from Al-Hijaz and sent them in exile
to Syria.
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Hazrat Omar (RA) is the man who drove the Jews out of the Holy Hijaz and
exiled them from the Arabian Peninsula to Syria.®

Because, the Holy Qur'an has mentioned about the Jews that not to befriend
them, they are friends of each other, and you can never be friends with them.
Therefore, Hazrat Umar (RA) also ordered the Jews to leave Madinah.
Therefore, it is also important for the ruler who follows their path not to befriend
the Jews, otherwise these Jews will never become your friends.

Registration of Public stipends and Financial Aid
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* Ibn Sa‘d, Muhammad b.Sa‘d, al-Tabaqat al-Kubra, Makkah: Maktabah al-Siddiq, 3/214.
5 Ibid., 3/313.
® Ibid., 3/214.
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When the Iraqi expedition came to Sa‘d b. Abt Waqgas (RA) to Umar b. Khattab
(RA), he sought the advice of the Companions of Muhammad (PBUH) on
compiling a regular register containing the details of stipends. Hazrat Umar
(RA), following Hazrat Abu Bakr (RA), adopted the practice of giving equal
share to all persons.’

Establishment of Tarawth prayer in a congregation
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“I swear by Allah Almighty, I think it would be much better if all these people
were gathered to offer prayers behind one leader. Then he ordered Ubay b. Ka'b
to lead them Tarawih in Ramadan.”®

The responsibilities of the Ruler include taking special care of Ramadan and
gathering people for Tarawih prayer. Therefore, he should arrange in his state a
good reciter of the Qur’an to lead in congregational Tarawih for the Muslim
community.

Appointment of the Judges and Mufiis
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Then Umar took over the charge of Caliphate he used to call certain people...°
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Sa‘1d b. Jubair narrated on the authority of Ibn Abbas (RA) that Hazrat Umar
(RA) delivered a speech and said:

Al is our best judge and Uay b. Ka‘b is the best reciter of the Holy Qur’an.°
By this, Hazrat Umar (RA) has shown that one of the responsibilities of the ruler
is to know the meritorious people and to appoint them on their rightful posts.

Advisory for alms and charity

And those who are experts in it. That is to say, look at the merits of the people
and not the recommendation of an elder.

7 Qadi Abu Yiisuf, Op. cit., p. 87.

8 Al-Baihaqi, Ahmad b. Hussain, al-Sunan al-Saghir, Karachi: Jami‘ah al-Dirasat al-Islamiyyah, Ed. 1410 AH,

1/295.

% Ibn Sa‘d, Op.cit., 2/109.

10 Al-Asbahi, Malik b. Anas, Mu’atta, Abii Zabbi, Mu’assasah Zayed b. Sultan, Ed. 1%,
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Some people from Syria came to Hazrat Umar (RA) and said that we have got
a lot of horses and slaves. We want them to pay Zakat, which is a means of
purification. Hazrat Umar (RA) said: In such a case, the order will be given
according to the order given by the Holy Prophet (PBUH) and Hazrat Abi Bakr
(R A) ) 11

It is important for the ruler that while he consults his friends about other matters,
he should also pay attention to the matter of what expenses should be spent on
charity etc. Who deserves more?

Justice For the People

Although all the other duties and responsibilities of the Ruler are important, but
the justice occupies the special place in the Caliphate of Hazrat Umar (RA).
Therefore, many narrations about this have been recorded by Allamah Ibn al-
Jauzi in detail in his famous book "Sirah of Umar B. Khattab". One of these
traditions is as follows.

Hazrat Umar (RA) once delivered a sermon and said: O people! revelation used
to be revealed in the presence of the Messenger of Allah. Allah used to tell your
words to His Prophet through revelation. Now we will recognize you if you
obey orders. Guess the news about it and show love to it. Now, we will not have
a good opinion about the one who has violated the order. We will not like it.

The matter of your inner self is the matter of you and your Lord. Yes, but
through the signs we will think of its good and bad. Whoever recites the Holy
Qur’an, we will understand that he is reciting it for Allah. Although some people
want worldly things by reading the Qur’an. Recite and do your deeds for Allah.
| do not send my servants to you to oppress you and to receive your good
fortune. Rather, | send them to acquaint you with the religion and the Sunnah of
the Prophet. Inform me if the agent takes any action other than these two. By
Allah, I will deal with equality.

Hazrat ‘Amr b. Al-‘Aas! Would you take revenge if a government official
punished his subjects to teach them etiquette? Hazrat Umar (RA) said: I swear
by the One in whose possession Umar’s soul is, I will take revenge from him.
And why should | not do so when | have seen the Messenger of Allah himself
taking revenge on himself. Listen! Don’t kill Muslims to humiliate them, never
neglect their rights. And do not push them towards destruction.*2

11 Al-Shaibani, Ahmad b. Hanbal, Musnad, Beirut: Mu’assasah al-Risalah, Ed. 1%, 1/244.

12 Al-Asfahani, Ibn al-Jauzi, Umar b. Kattab, Shakir Publications, Ed. 2014, p. 154.
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These types of the rulers have showed great principles of living in the society.
If the government is run in this manner, then there will be justice otherwise the
poor will continue to starve in the streets.

Establishment Of Treasury

Hazrat Nafi® narrates that Hazrat Umar (RA) says that once a lot of wealth came
from Iraq. So Hazrat Umar started distributing it. Then a man stood up and said:
O Amir al-mu’minin! What would have happened if you had set aside some of
this wealth for the enemy and for some natural disasters? Then Hazrat Umar
said: O master of the murderer, Allah has spoken these words to the devil. God
is enough for me. Allah Almighty has fulfilled their need through me. By Allah,
today’s wealth cannot be accumulated till tomorrow. I will distribute it as the
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) distributed it.*3

Introducing Etiquettes for Governors
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“It 1s narrated on the authority of Hazrat Umar Farooq (RA) that when he sent
his officials, governors, he used to ask them not to ride a Turkish horse, not to
eat flour bread not to wear thin clothes and not to close doors to people in times
of need (remember!) If you do not follow these, you will be punished in this
world and in the hereafter.”*4

This makes it clear that Umar b. al-Khattab (RA) whenever he appointed a
governor he gave him such advice as if it is a message for the rulers to come
that if you want peace and tranquility in the hereafter, then cooperate with the
poor here.

Patrolling in the Capital of Medina

Narrated by Hazrat Aslam that one night while patrolling with Hazrat Umar, I
got tired. It is past midnight. So, I leaned against a door. A woman’s voice came
from the house. She was saying to her daughter: O my daughter, get up and mix
water in the milk. The daughter said: O my mother, do you not know who is the
ruler nowadays? The mother asked, "What is it?" The daughter said: It has been
announced today that no one should add water to milk. Her mother said: O
daughter, get up and mix water in the milk. The daughter said to the mother: By

13 Al-Kandhilawi, Muhammad b. Yiisuf, Hayat al-Sahabah, Beirut: Mu’assasah al-Risalah, Ed. 1%, 2/489.

14 Al-Qazwini, Umar b. Abd al-Rahman, Shu‘ab al’ Iman, Damascus: Dar Ibn Kathir, Ed., 2", 9/493.
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Allah, T will always obey him and will not disobey him. Hazrat Umar asked
Aslam to remember the address of this house™-

CONCLUSION

From the above data and discussion, the duties and rights of a Muslim ruler in
the light of the Caliphate of Hazrat Umar (RA) came to the fore. How Hazrat
Umar (RA) dealt with the Ummah as a ruler during his Caliphate is worthy of
being written in golden words. He strictly fulfilled his responsibilities as a Ruler
towards the public together with introducing reforms in the state to face new
challenges of the time. He was the first Muslim Ruler who started patrolling in
the streets of the Capital Madinah to get firsthand knowledge of his subjects to
resolve their issue and problems. To fulfil his duties and responsibilities as a
Muslim Ruler, he went beyond the traditional line of thinking and used ijtihad
so that modern challenges would be faced successfully. This paper argues that
Hazrat Umar (RA) is proved to be the best model for modern Muslim Rulers in
fulfilment of state responsibilities towards the rights of the subjects.

Therefore, whenever a person becomes a ruler in the Muslim Ummah and the
affairs of the Muslims are entrusted to him, it is necessary for him to study the
biography and character of Hazrat Umar (RA) so that may get guidance and
methodology for him to face modern challenges and to resolve them amicably.

15 Al-Asfahani, Ibn al-Jauzi, Op.cit., p.142.
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