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ABSTRACT

Rights refer to the benefits and demands enjoyed by mankind from which they cannot be
deprived. In case of deprivation, they can be recovered by legal action because the creator
and owner of this universe had entrusted the human being with their basic rights at the time
of their birth. Undoubtedly, these rights are granted by nature but when we turn the pages of
history, the developed or undeveloped civilizations of the world religions have always
violated the rights of women. Woman, who is half of this universe and the guardian of
generations and it has always been a victim of social oppression. The system of relationships
in this universe is based on the union of man and woman. The system of life offered by
Islamic Shariat is based on equality between men and women. Islam does not believe in any
discrimination between men and women, but requires that men and women fulfill their rights
and duties in a good manner. Islam advocates justice in rights. In the religion of Islam,
woman has been declared as the main pillar of the society. Women's rights have not been
reduced in any way, just like men's rights are women's rights. Whether these rights are related
to education or any other aspect of life. Islam provides complete guidance for men and
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women in all these aspects. Islam is the only religion which gave women all the rights
fourteen hundred years ago for which women are fighting today. Before Islam and after
Islam, the non-Muslim woman was not given the status she deserved. With the emergence of
Islam, Islam gave women their economic, social, educational, legal, inheritance and all other
rights which were suspended by all the nations of the world.

INTRODUCTION:

The journey of Islam did not begin with darkness or ignorance but with the
light of knowledge. After creating Hazrat Adam, the first thing that the Creator
of the universe blessed him with was the knowledge of objects, and it is
because of this knowledge that man claims to be superior to all creatures. It is
an undisputed fact that education is not only a means of attaining all external
and internal perfections of a human being but it is also a basic and necessary
component to be called a human being. Islam is the only religion which not
only declared knowledge as a duty on humans but also made the fulfillment of
this duty a responsibility of the society. A person devoid of precious
knowledge is dead walking on earth. The Arabic poet of Egypt has described it
in his own words,

s 5 (A se Cldia (P
Lelbal Ga)¥) Gl 05 A Y1

There are two types of people who are dead in life.
And others are still alive after going underground

The Qur'an is a collection of commands for man and the commandment is the
motivation to acquire knowledge. There is no distinction between men and
women in the pursuit of knowledge.

250l ke Glaay Gla
He has created man. He has taught him (how) to express himself
As if the word human includes both men and women, the special style of
narration in the Qur'an and Hadith usually has this style that the rulings are

being described about men but women are also included. In the hadith, the
Prophet (peace be upon him) has declared knowledge as a duty on Muslims,

Seluse S e iy i alall il
Acquiring knowledge is obligatory on every Muslim
Declaring this hadith as good, Imam Sakhawi says,
Hasnia by Uana QS Gl 5~ sk (g e (B S Ml Qg Al Cuaall 138 JAL Cpitiaall (e Gallad>
Many authors have also added the word, Muslimah, at the end of this hadith.

Although this word does not appear in any tradition, women are included in
the meaning of this hadith
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The revelation of the first revelation the opening verses of Surah Al-Alak in
which man is attracted towards the acquisition of knowledge.

< < P I Tt R A AP DI U S SR I SR LB o, . % e
Salag ol Lo Sy ale ol dle (o301 4 80T &3 1581 Gl (e (sl I8 Gl T 835 o 15

Read with the name of your Lord who created (everything). He created man
from a clot of Blood. Read, and your Lord is the most gracious, who imparted
knowledge by means Of the pen. He taught man what he did not know.

Education is the right of every man and woman but it is a duty on us as
Muslims. Both men and women share this duty equally. From Islamic
instructions and Khairul Qur'an we know that no other opinion can be held on
the necessity of education for Muslim women. In an Islamic society, it is not at
all appropriate for a person to give a girl a lower status than a boy and neglect
her education and training. Islam even encourages the education of female
slaves.

Prophet says,
SOl Alh Lea g i Lgliny ailena) (puenid Len g 5 Lganlad (puomd Lelasd 2V AL (80 Ja 17

If a person has a slave girl then he should educate her and it should be a good
education and teach him the manners of assembly and these are good manners.
Then if he frees her and marries her, there is a double reward for that person.

That is, the double reward means first to teach this slave the manners of life,
then to marry her, to raise her status. Islam gives a reward, rather a double
reward, to adorning even the handmaids with the jewel of education. There is
another hadith about the double reward that Sayyidna Abu Musa Ash'ari states
that the Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, said,

Jas mallse Bag dll Ba (53 (3 S glaall aaall s Branay (el 5 maly (el U i) (e o gz O s agd REDE
YQ\J_;\ A&L@A})’.\SL@A’L\F Lganlas L}u;u\.@_dcj Lgnas w;ub‘,m\a Al 2ie CilS

Three types of people will receive a double reward: A person who was among
the People of the Book believed in his Prophet and accepted Islam and also
believed in the Holy Prophet. A slave who fulfills the rights of Allah and also
of his master. And the third person is the one who trained his servant and
trained him best. He educated her and gave her the best education and then
freed her and took her in marriage, for him is a double reward.

Education is not just the name of reading and teaching but it is a process
through which a nation gains self-awareness. It is the education and training of
the new generation which gives it the consciousness of the ways of living and
awakens in it a sense of the aims and duties of life. Education is a mental,
physical and moral training and its aim is to produce highly cultured men and
women who can not only train future generations but also perform their duties
well. . The first education of a child is the mother's lap. If a mother is blessed
with knowledge, then she will also beautify her children with the same art.
Imam al-Ghazali mentions this hadith in his outstanding book lhya ul Uloom,
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"Among the people, the closest to Prophethood are the people of knowledge
and the people of Jihad. The people of knowledge because they told the people
the things that the Messenger brought and the people of Jihad because they
fought with their swords on the law brought by the Prophets.®

According to the Holy Qur'an, the purpose of spreading Islam is its publication
and propagation and the establishment of a healthy social system, which was
taught by the Quran and whose prophets have been prophets in all ages.
Quran says,

Q.08 Moo o T AE S (el S a& F- - hefl asafr o s s il s ot o8 satunFer - twulf( @ oo o 31 Ao
Oe i (81 8 e 1 318 O 5 RSl 5 o) alen 5 2428 535 ) 2ale ) 510 25 Sy (el (A i (sl 38

He is the One who raised amidst the unlettered people a messenger from
among themselves who recites to them. His verses, and purifies them, and
teaches them the Book and the wisdom, while they were earlier in open error.
One of the tasks of the prophets sent by Allah is to convey the book revealed
by Allah to the people and the second is to present an example to the people
by following these teachings. That is why there are two major sources of
human systematic life, one is the Qur'an and the other is the Sunnah of the
Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and grant him peace and we know
the Sunnah from the Quran, frequent hadiths and the actions of the
Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, and we pray,

Lle o0y G5
My Lord, improve me in knowledge

Knowledge is said to be the legacy of the Prophets and what are the ranks of
those who acquire knowledge become clear in the light of this blessed hadith.
It is narrated from Hazrat Abi Darda that,

Oy il () 13l Al dl) Jew Wle 4 aiy sk elle e sty o dl) J sy Corans 1B ool ol o 57
Sl in mpY) ( as Sl sanal) (B e al iaiad llall 0] 5 cpiomy Loy L alad) Gl Lgiaial gl 4S53L)
Vsis Al el o) s el &35 eladall ()5 SIS il e el Jumi€ el e alladl Jud g celal) &

11 531 g Jany 2af 038 (cpad calall 1655 5 Lail 5 Lat 50 Y g )5l

It is narrated from Hazrat Abu Darda RA that | heard the Messenger of Allah,
peace and blessings be upon him, saying, "Whoever follows a path in search
of knowledge, then Allah guides him to the path of Paradise.” Indeed, the
angels spread their wings under the student's feet for the pleasure of the
student. Everything in the sky and the earth, even the fishes in the water, seek
forgiveness for the scholar. The superiority of the scholar over the worshiper
is like the superiority of the moon of the fourteenth night over all the stars.
Indeed, the scholars are the heirs of the Prophets. The scholars did not leave
dirhams and dinars as an inheritance, but they left a legacy of knowledge, so
whoever acquired this (inherited knowledge) received a large share of (the
prophetic legacy).
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Equipping Muslim women with Islamic education:

Scholars have described the education of a man as the education of an
individual, while the education of a woman is the education of the whole
family. An educated woman can train her children very well. The Prophet %
says,

2o 5 oAl el (a8 87
The best among you is the one who learns the Qur'an and teaches it to others.

Some times were set for the education of women in the Prophet's House,
during these times they used to learn from the Holy Prophet. He (peace be
upon him) describes the virtues of acquiring knowledge that

13§AJQJ\L;‘AQ\QAJJPsMeS}\éaS);juMQ\QAJJPs&\g\.ﬁ&«@e&aﬁ}ﬁow’

You are going to teach someone a verse of the Book of Allah is better for you
than performing a hundred rak'ats, and you are going to teach someone a
chapter of knowledge, whether it is followed or not, is better than performing
a thousand rak'ats for you is better.

Women's education is a virtue:

The Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) called the
education and upbringing of women as a source of excellence. He encouraged
mankind to adorn their children with the jewel of education,

1) A8 el a5 (e 53 5 O S8 Ly &G e (0

A person who raised three daughters, gave them good education and married
them, treated them well, then he will have Paradise.

In the same way, Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) said about a daughter,

g aie Al ClS oadde daal ) d) axi e lgdle a5 lgalad uaali Lele 5 dlaal uaall el 2l J cilS 07
)15“_)1-.‘]‘0"‘3)":

Whoever has a daughter, he teaches her fine and good literature, equips her
with good education and bestows on her the bounties that Allah has bestowed
on her in abundance. So for him that daughter will become a hindrance from
the fire of hell.

An order to educate the family:

The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) used to order his
companions to arrange good education for their families.

58 gaa ol 1JE clida) U8 5 () Lald i) L OS5 AL (0 e snie Lialld o J 8 (g i 8 2l gl
16,8 5,0 aSa gl s oS 2a) a1 (53 galh 33all s jumn 138 o) sl s ot sale 5 cagdl 5
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| came to the Prophet with my people. We stayed with him for twenty nights.
He was very kind and gentle hearted. When the Prophet (peace and blessings
of Allah be upon him) felt the sadness of our family and friends, he said: Go to
your homes and stay there. Teach them and lead them in prayer and when the
time for prayer comes, let one of you call the call to prayer and the greatest of
you should lead it.

Rasulullah % used to organize education and training for his family. The
Prophet £ paid special attention to the education and training of the wives of
the Prophet % because they are the mothers of the believers. According to Dr.
Hameedullah, one of the aspects of the number of wives of the Prophet was
that women could take advantage of their own affairs. Islam allows more than
one wife. So, in this context, what kind of relationship should the husband
have with the wives and the wives with each other?*’

Quran says,
18) J3k Wil 8 4 &) Al )l (e R3S e (5 RV 3

And be mindful of Allah’s verses and the wisdom that is recited in your
homes. Surely, Allah is All-Kind, All Aware

In the context of the commentary of this verse, Maulana Maududi writes that
two meanings of the word "&8" can be explained, 1% remember” and 2"
“Explain”. The first meaning of the meaning is that O wives of the Prophet
(peace be upon him)! You should never forget that from your house the whole
world is taught the verses of God and wisdom, so do not be negligent in your
duties. In another sense, O wives of the Messenger! Share what you hear and
see with others. By staying with the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) you will come to know many commands and instructions
which people will not be able to know about from any other source than you.*®
Mufti Muhammad Shafi in Maarif al-Qur'an also takes two meanings from "
&X3 ", The first is to remember things and act on them, and the second is to
convey the teachings given to the wives of the Messenger of Allah, peace and
blessings be upon him.2° Among the duties of Prophets Wives was to convey
to others what they had learned from the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) in their homes.

The rooms of the Prophets wives were adjacent to the Prophet's Mosque. In
this way, the mothers of the believers used to listen to the sermons and
sermons in the Prophet's Mosque in their rooms. Sometimes they used to
observe and participate in discussions in the assembly when necessary. Hazrat
Umm Salama RA used to hear the mention of Hauz Kausar from people but
she did not hear it directly from the Holy Prophet and one day during the
sermon, Hazrat Umm Salma RA heard that issue directly from the Prophet
SAW.? It is narrated from Hazrat Abu Musa Ash'ari that the Prophet (peace
be upon him) gave the good news to Abu Musa and Hazrat Bilal at the place
of Jaarana. He washed the blessed face with this water with both his hands and
put the water from his mouth in it, then he said, drink it both of you and pour it
on your face and neck and take the good news. They did just that. Hazrat
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Umm Salma called out that save something for your mother too. He saved
some of it for Hazrat Umm Salma.??

The scholarly position of the Women Companions:

Women Companions used to adorn ordinary people with education. Hazrat
Aysha had the highest academic position among the companions. Her
knowledge, grace and insight have also been recognized by the scholars of this
era. Hazrat Aysha's nephew Urwa bin Zubair said,

k._i‘):J\eL:I\L}A/Jgﬁ_j‘)‘YJ)MZQYJMY}MJQY}&}‘@L{AD\OEM\&\Q&\)M&L‘:&L\.}Mﬁ”
Blgia b Y g el V5 13805 180 Y5 oy ¥

| stayed in the company of Hazrat Aysha. | have never seen anyone who
knows more about the revelation of verses, duties, Sunnah and poetry, Arab
history and genealogies of tribes, and judgments of cases, even medicine than
her.

He says that | said Aunt Jan! How did you learn medicine? He said that
whenever | or any other person was sick, the cure would be given. In this way,
people would share the cure with each other and | would remember it. Imam
Zahri (may Allah have mercy on him) says,

If the knowledge of all people is collected and then the knowledge of the
wives of the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) is also added
to it, Hazrat Aysha's knowledge will be more extensive.

Atta bin Abi Rabah says,
252aall L)y Ll ) 5 il ale ) g (i) A8 ile cailS?

Hazrat Aysha was the greatest jurist among the people, the most
knowledgeable and the most opinionated about the people.

Hazrat Aysha was also an expert in the knowledge of calculation and the
Companions used to come to her many times to ask many problems related to
inheritance because the Holy wives are not like ordinary women but they are
the mothers of the Ummah.

O wives of the prophet, you are not like any other women
This is the glory of the mothers of the believers. In view of this distinction, the
Prophet (PBUH) also paid special attention to their education and training, and

Hazrat Ayesha (RA) has been associated with the Prophet (PBUH) since she
was very young, due to which her eloquence were at the highest level. His
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disciple “"Aru bin Zubair (RA) says about the extensive knowledge of Hazrat
Aysha (RA),

2iile (e gadl laa) cuf e
| have never seen anyone more jurisprudent than Aysha.

Hazrat Ayesha was the owner of strong discipline of mind and her narrations
were accepted. Ibn Hayyan says about her,

28 e Gy el ale) e S
Hazrat Aysha was the most knowledgeable of narations,

. The four caliphs used to consult you on various issues and you used to guide
them. Imam Dhahbi says,

D gia ale) 31yl lillaa elull 8 V) 5 #anaa 2al L8 ale) ¥

| am not aware of any woman in the ummah of the Messenger of Allah (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) who has more knowledge than her in
absolutely all matters.

Umm al-Mu'minin Hazrat Umm Salma also had a high academic position. He
also narrated many hadiths directly from the Messenger of Allah, peace be
upon him, and more than thirty-five companions and followers (including both
men and women) narrated hadiths from her.*°

The number of her narrations are three hundred and seventy eight. Among
them, there are thirteen narrations in both Bukhari and Muslim. Apart from
them, three are found in Bukhari and thirteen in Muslim.3! Hazrat Umm Salma
RA also had a special place in jurisprudence. Imam Dhahbi says:

32 all ol (pa dad WS

She was counted among the jurists among the Companions.
Hafiz Ibn Hajar says about Umm Salamah,

3Bsliall (51l 5 &l Jiadl 5 g bl Jlanll 28 o g als o) S

Umm Salma was very beautiful as well as having strong intellect and correct
opinion.

It is known about Hazrat Khula bint Hakeem that:
"She was a good and virtuous woman.3*

Hazrat Umar bin Abdul Aziz narrates a tradition from him,

35,45\;# Sy A sA Aallall 31 jall Caee 3
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Khula bint Hakim, who was a righteous woman, has narrated.

Hazrat Umm Warga Abdullah collected the Quran. Another tradition says that
she was reciting the Qur'an. Rasulullah sallallahu alayhi wasallam said that
she should lead his family and also appointed a muezzin for them.%®
Rasulullah sallallahu alayhi wasallam gave Hazrat Ali a handmaid named
Raita. It is mentioned in the traditions that Hazrat Ali (RA) taught him a little
of the Holy Qur'an.

One of the Companions Hazrat Shafa bint Adawiya was an educated woman.
Prophet said to her that Just as you have taught Hafsa how to treat "ghala"
(abscess), teach her how to write.%’

There were also women among the time of tabeen who held their place in
knowledge and grace,

38,&3;:\4{)\ ¢}yl ?\”

Hazrat Abu Darda had two wives. The surname of both was Umm al-Darda.
Among them, the older ones were Sahabi. And the name of the younger
Tabiyyah, the name of the elder was Khaira, and the name of the younger was
Al-Haihamiyyah. Umm Dardaa was raised by Abu Dardaa. She used to come
and go to the mosque with Abu Dardaa and used to stand in the rows of men
for prayer and sit in the circles of the reciters. When she grew up, Hazrat
Dardaa RA said that you should join the ranks of women.* Intelligence and
will power of decision was a gift from God.*® Imam Nawi says that | have
found everyone to agree on the jurisprudence and understanding of Umm
Darda.

AL 5 agdll 5 Jaad) g a8l Lia 5 e ) gasil 5

People have agreed on his greatness in jurisprudence and understanding.
Imam Nawi further says,

P20l S (e B Lgle (55,7

A large number of great scholars from Tabeyeen have narrated from him.
Imam Dhahbi has mentioned her in these words,

43 J5al) 3 ) 5 aladl Amasd 5 Rlien Aale Bale Aalle g il

She was a jurist, scholar, worshiper, beautiful, with wide knowledge and great
intellect.

If you look at the public level, it comes to the situation of Umm Ja'far,
daughter of Caliph Mansur and wife of Harun al-Rashid, that there were a
hundred concubines in her palace, all of whom were Hafiz-e-Qur'an. It was
necessary for each of them to recite three parts of the Qur'an daily. The sound
of reciting the Qur'an came from his palace like the sound of bees coming
from a honeycomb.** In the period in which the concubines will be Hafiz-e-
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Qur’an, it can be estimated that the other women of this period will occupy the
position of knowledge and grace. After the era of the Prophet (peace be upon
him), great attention was paid to the education and training of women. Hazrat
Umar Farooq had issued this decree in all parts of his kingdom.

)5l 5 ) 3 oS 5 Lusdl gule”

Be sure to teach your women Surah Al-Noor as it contains numerous issues
and rulings of domestic life and social life.

Islam has always been a supporter of women's education. From the above
statements, it is clear that from the time of the Prophet to the time of the
Tabieen, efforts were made to acquire knowledge for women. That is,
education is the right of a woman and this is the order of Islam. but in the
West, there are no examples of women's education in the past but the slogan of
women's education was raised two centuries ago which was raised by
Napoleon, "Give me educated mothers, | will give you a developed nation."
Then this slogan proved to be a revolutionary slogan in favor of women and
the equality went on setting different levels of male weight and discrimination
against men started and the influence of western ideas on Muslim women also
started and a contradictory era began. The mixed system of education left a
very bad impact on the society. Due to which moral evils have been born in
the society, while the religion of Islam, which starts its invitation with "Igra”
and encourages to acquire knowledge. Allah Ta'ala made the prophets teachers
and sent them as messengers. Prophet says,

46\ \ - .LA..i",
| have been sent as a teacher.

CONCLUSION

Shariah wants to equip a woman with knowledge and all these facilities so that
her intellectual evolution can be nurtured in the best way and she can educate
and train the future generations in such a way that they can play their role in
the Islamic society in a good way. Through education, a nation conveys its
cultural, civilizational and intellectual heritage to future generations. If a
woman is educated, she will prove to be an excellent mother and will reflect
the proper upbringing of her children. Education is a woman's right, she
cannot be deprived of this right. Nowadays, there is a dire need for Muslim
women to be given academic and jurisprudential training and then their role
should be brought to the public scene so that they give fatwas based on their
knowledge and understand the internal problems of women. Guide them in the
light of Islam. History is replete with examples of women seeking guidance
from teachers.
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