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ABSTRACT 

For very many developing nations, child labour is one of the biggest problems and 

obstacles. In accordance with the ILO, child labour was no child labour across the centuries, 

child labour continued to been the focus not simply in developing countries' poor places even in 

industrialised countries until the beginning of the twentieth century. Multiple companies have 

enacted drastic measures and passed many laws to stop the work of children, but the issue 

remains widespread worldwide. The problem of child labor has multiple causes and 

explanations. The causes of child labor accidents in India are rather complicated and deeply 

entrenched in civilization and the source of this issue also is poverty. In both cities, child labor 

may occur. But the vast number of young labor, since deprivation, exists in rural areas. Since 

many poor rural societies are forcing their students to play in order to raise their family incomes 

and to ensure stability and healthier living in urban areas. This article analyses the different 

factors responsible for child labour and seeks to define places whereby injustice occurs in child 

labor and also carries out yet another critical study of child labor in India. 

 

1. Introduction 

Child labor has been one of the greatest barriers to social development for 

many years. In many countries, the elimination including all types of child is a 

long-term task and target. Today, particularly in the developing world, it is 

seen as a severe problem. Child labor is for babies who neglect their infancy 
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and cannot enjoy the adequate infrastructure a child should really have. It is 

estimated that some 215 million women between the ages of five or fourteen 

work globally, the International Labor Organization (ILO, 2013). Children are 

frequently treated poorly and serve for extra shifts in rather terrible conditions. 

Governmental organisations have made tremendous strides globally to abolish 

child labor. Many countries introduce child labour prohibition laws, but child 

labour is widely distributed around the world. For developing countries such as 

India, eliminating child labour is no simple task. 

The term child labour is best described as work which deprives children from 

their infancy, potential or dignity and harms their physical and mental growth, 

the International Labor Organisation (ILO) states. This applies to work that is 

harmful and disruptive for children, psychologically, emotionally, socially and 

moralally, or to work whose schedule interferes with the capacity to attend 

normal school or work that in some way impacts their ability to stay focused 

during schools or safe childhood experiences. ILO notes that children's work 

can be described in various ways, with different interpretations having different 

child labor statistics. And according to ILO, child labour was usually fine, not 

child labour, for young people who are involved in work that has no effect on 

the production of their own individuals or interferes with their schooling. These 

risky activities include helping your parents, family support or having extra 

money during school and onto vacation. These practices may contribute to the 

economic growth of children by giving them skills and experiences and helping 

them to become active members during their adult lives. 

As per UNICEF The child is engaged in child labour if he or she has been 

participating for at least four hours or a minimum of 28 hours a week from 5 to 

11 years of age and that he or she has been doing at least 14 hours of economic 

activity, or at least 42 hour of business activity and household duties per week 

for children between 12 and 14 years of age. In another study, UNICEF states: 

"Children's work requires to see this as occurring across a continuum. One of 

these ends is disruptive or oppressive work and productive work. The second 

end must be the promotion or advancement of child growth." 

According to UNICEF, when a child is engaged in child labor, between 5 and 

11 years , at least one hour of wealth creation or at least 28 hours of homework 

per week and at a total of 14 hours or at less than 42 hours per week for 

children between 12 and 14 years of age. In another study UNICEF notes that: 

"Children's work must be seen as a continuum of activities that, for one, are 

disruptive or exploitative work yet beneficial work-to encourage or enhance the 

welfare of children through intervening with their education, leisure and rest. 

According to UNICEF, when a child is engaged in child labor, between 5 and 

11 years , at least one hour of wealth creation or at least 28 hours of homework 

per week and at a total of 14 hours or at less than 42 hours per week for 

children between 12 and 14 years of age. In another study UNICEF notes that: 

"Children's work must be seen as a continuum of activities that, for one, are 

disruptive or exploitative work yet beneficial work-to encourage or enhance the 

welfare of children through intervening with their education, leisure and rest. 
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Workers are generally categorized by census report as key and relatively 

insignificant workers. Census data indicate that only the absolute number and 

the percentage of children (5-14) is declining from 4.3 percent in 1991 to 2.3 

percent in 2001 to the general population in this same age group. But in all 

groups of workers, regardless of their gender and residence, there was a 

significant rise in marginal jobs. As a result, given the fact that the number of 

major employees declined from 90.8 in 1991 to 57.8 in 2001, the overall 

number of registered students has increased. The spike in the size of marginal 

workers, from 22 lacks in 1991 to 68.9 lacks in 2000, held the largest share 

including its increase. The declining trend in child labour, combined with 

increasingly marginal labour, between 1991 and 2001 may demonstrate the 

changes in child labour. This seems to be apparent from the downturn in job 

real wage growth over the last decade in specific. 

Government Initiatives in India – Legislation, strategy, services and other 

measures: the methods have been adopted that the policies, strategies, laws and 

proposals for child labour represent them. According to Article 24 of the 

Constitution, no child under 14 is to be used in any factory, mine or hazardous 

company for longer periods of time. Article 39 allows States to coordinate their 

commitment to guarantee whether children's precarious age is just not 

mismanaged, and is not limited by financial necessity to join law firms that are 

not suitable for all age groups and standard. As from late, when Article 21A is 

included, the State has really been dependent on the allocation for a long time, 

for all children between 6 and 14 years, of the free and compulsory instruction. 

To tackle the demand and supply variables that lead to the prevalence of child 

labour that include low and resigned jobs, poverty, omission of education, duty, 

insecurity, and landless. The Government of India follows a multi-pronged 

methodology that includes the firm permission for legal child labour structures 

with parallel efforts to rehabilitate children including efforts to increase 

parents' income rates by connected to jobs and prosperity generating programs 

and other official eradicating poverty schemes. 

In 1988, as part of a broader plan of action stemming from the National Child 

Labour Policy, the National Child Labour Program (NCLP) was introduced to 

incorporate the multi-pronged strategy. Some many key government, State and 

district programs in the region to eradicate child labour have improved the 

Government Child Labour Programme. The main goal of this scheme was to 

limit the impact of child labour in the pockets. The NCLP's main roles upon its 

ground are offering learners through that and getting them into regular schools. 

The working children are identified by independent governments' surveys and 

the Labour Department's inspections. Their studies are focused on the removal 

of children from workforce. Such children are admitted to the primary schools 

offering formal or non-formal schooling, vocational training, complementary 

nutrition, monthly scholarships, daily medical tests etc., and are then 

mainstreamed within four to six months of admission to special schools to 

formal and/or self-employment. 

 

 



 PJAEE, 17 (6) (2020)  

5069 

2. Discussion 

 

1. Contemporary definition of child labour: 

Capitalist syndicates, sponsor organisations and the ILO frequently use 'child 

labour' and 'family labor' in place of 'jobs,' meaning that young people are 

exempted from workforce at least until a sufficient age of employment is 

reached on the basis that those alliances have generally served to secure and 

impenetrable labour opportunities for the grown-up (ILO, 1997; In other 

words, the ILO's main topic used to defending adult jobs and incomes was 

echoed expressly in a variety of styles of law on the child's monetary liberty in 

defense of the economic freedom of adults.This way of life, which UNICEF 

frequently labels child labor as 'working children, continues. The word 'child 

labor,' as suggested by ILO, is well understood as working that takes away the 

childhood, the imaginability and the integrity of young people and that is 

dangerous for both physical and mental growth. This corresponds to the 

emotional, socially as well as morally unsafe work who harms children or 

workplace whose new watch impairs their commitment to regular training or 

employment, that in any way impacts on them mental focus on combat 

supplies, golf facilities , outdoors, schools or beautiful babies. 

 

2. Types of child labour: 

 Children in and out of the streets are labelled street kids, such as rag 

pickers, newspaper sellers and beggars. Many kids go home at night or at night 

and also most street kids are alone and sometimes at their employers' hands. 

They sleep upon on house, often by buses and trains. 

 Bonded Children: Children who were guaranteed their families while 

those who work to repay the hereditary debt of their predecessors for bad sums 

of income. Bonded children are often most difficult to help because they are 

inaccessible. They can't flee if the owner of the carpet bought them. They can't 

take it away if they were paid for by another housewife of the middle class. If 

the village owner controls them, they will live in debt until he marries and will 

be able to sell their children in exchange. 

 Working Children: - Children whose work also as family labor process in 

agricultural and in the home. When kids work with our parents 12-14 hours a 

day, their situation is near the case among younger patients of all ages with 

separate employers. In general, mother and dad, in specific girls, should 

embrace the workload completely beyond their strengths and abilities. This has 

been the most critical cohort of young people who work for the state from 

universities. And the highest proportion of women involved in schools is right 

around. 

 Migrant Children: - India and china are facing a major "distress migration" 

initiative, with millions of households forced to leave their household of 

villages for many month, in search of livelihoods every 12 months. Many 

industries, including the brick making, salt manufacturing, sugar cane 

processing, lumber, construction, fishery, rice planting and so on generally 

operate on migrant labor. Many are urban and agro-industries. 
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3. Socio-Economic factors related to child labour: 

Such socio-economic factors are responsible for child labour:  

 Poverty as root cause: Child labour is affected by different circumstances. 

Studies have shown that deprivation is the most significant reason. Parents 

generally make decisions on child labor and education. Families assume that 

although the income of a family falls below median income, the children 

should also apply to your family income. Basu (1998) used a scientific 

structure of children's education, showing that parents send children to work 

along with theirs low income. And as such, poor parents can not permit their 

children to attend school. Many of the households also were forced to resort to 

work rather than school. 

 Family Size: In addition, the presence of children in large poor households 

appears to have an effect on child labour, rather than on smaller households 

showing family size. Parents require their kids to work because they are unable 

to handle a large family's demands. Gender differences also occur between the 

sizes of the household. Not everyone in the family and all ages work as child 

labour, which depends on the age and gender of the child, such as boys who are 

more likely to attend school than girls. 

 Cultural or conventional factors: Culture is really a collision avoidance 

that brings children into the labour market. In various societies, different 

cultures allow children, due to traditions and cultural factors, to continue 

working outside an early age. Children were thought to have qualities that 

would be useful for the future. The parents would love everyones child to work 

because they're seen as being successful to them even though they acquired 

skills in rural Guatemala, thus according Tauson (2009). 

 Family members think that children will always contribute to their 

parental income, in the scenario where the total earning of the family is below 

the poverty line. Basu (1998) used a theoretical model of working children in 

which he showed that it is because of their low wages, the only reason parents 

send children to work. Therefore, poor families cannot allow their children to 

go to school. People who are not earning well and are poor send their children 

to work instead of school to support the family income. 

3. Conclusion 

A strategy of child labor describing the target category in the true sense of 

Article 32. Both children in non-schools are in every form or even the other 

child laborers. The center of the issue is agricultural child labor. The more 

emotional problem of child labor in dangerous jobs cannot ever be dealt with 

that without addressing these issues. In history, standard education is one of 

most successful methods to eradicate child workers. It is obvious that now in 

school children are even less likely to get a job or operate in full-time or 

immediate proximity. In comparison, if you wouldn't have to attend school, or 

if you do not have reasonable access to quality education, there is no 

alternatives to employment or starving, corruption, or worse. 

Policies surrounding child labor and education must be formulated and 

enforced in accordance and not separately. However, the relationship between 
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education and child labor is complex, and straightforward solutions will not 

always work. Defects in the education system can and do also promote 

children's movement to work. Schools must at least be safe, affordable and 

open and, to the extent practicable, free of charge. In the sense of child labour, 

it is necessary to emphasize the impact on every aspect of productivity 

expansion and on child labour, that factor of safety education, education 

(primary and middle-school) spending, trade and work productivity have a 

effect. As a result, parents take a better stance in relation to child labor, their 

children want education and deprivation is greatly overestimated as a 

significant barrier. Recognize the "poor" parents often come to school rather 

than to work today. Infrastructure incentive and affordability are main factors, 

not deprivation. 

International efforts by the Indian government to set up a National Reduction 

Authority for Child Labour have established a framework for cooperation 

between nine large federal government ministries. Nonetheless, we must 

realize the fragility of our response on various aspects of local child care, rural 

education, and economic growth and child labor policies. A co-ordinated 

initiative system must be developed in the village. We could never deal entirely 

with the question of developmental psychology of which research is part 

without some kind of coordinated campaign. 
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