
 PJAEE, 17 (6) (2020)  

5125 

 

 

DIVORCE TRENDS IN INDIA 

 

Dr. Hiranmaya Nanda1, Maithili Chaudhury2 

1,2 Assistant Professor, Faculty of Legal Studies, Siksha O Anusandhan 

Email: 1hiranmayananda@soa.ac.in, 2maithilichaudhury@soa.ac.in 

Dr. Hiranmaya Nanda, Maithili Chaudhury: Divorce Trends In India -- Palarch’s Journal 

Of Archaeology Of Egypt/Egyptology 17(6). ISSN 1567-214x 

Keywords: Divorce, Separation, Marriage, India 

 

ABSTRACT 

Divorce and separation in India are viewed as fairly rare events and available information 

on the issue has been identified as quantitative gossip. Though there is a lack of quantitative 

evidence, India contains rich interdisciplinary literature on specific aspects of marital stability. 

This paper builds on this discourse in order to first contextualize the main facets of marriage and 

the socio cultural and legal structures affecting marriage longevity in India. Following this, the 

paper uses evidence from a broad nationally representative to present projections of incidence, 

patterns and differences of divorce and separation. Ultimately, using employment as a specific 

indicator, the paper explores the effect of social improvements between 1987 and 2015 on the 

longevity of partnerships. The findings show an upward trend and major differences in divorce 

and separation among children by country, ethnicity, rural and number and age. The results 

suggest that higher-educated marriage is more stable, and that the gap between higher-educated 

and lower-educated women has risen over time. 

 

1. Introduction 

Hindu religion takes the notion of Hindu divorce as a whole and doesn't quite 

take divorce into consideration. Earlier the idea of divorce was foreign to the 

Ancient Hindu law, and marriage was regarded as the spouse’s indissoluble 

union. Marriage is a sacrament, a sacred bond and a holy relation, according to 

Hindu Philosophers. Under Hindu law it is a duty that should be upheld by all 

parties throughout their lives after it has been acknowledged. Therefore, 

marriage is considered a holy relationship which cannot be broken on any 



 PJAEE, 17 (6) (2020)  

5126 

personal and selfish grounds by separation. It was accepted in all jurisdictions 

that good morals, public policy and social security allow marital union to be 

included with all protections and only permitted for the sake and intent stated 

in the Charter. Divorce is only allowed for particular purposes and in India 

religion is certainly not encouraged. Miscarriage means separation by a 

professional marital judge. Hindu law permits divorce only for these 's nerves. 

Generally, divorce is not accepted or facilitated either by courts; only for clear 

and simple reasons are divorce authorized. The idea of marriage and divorce 

discusses the lives of men and women.The entire world 's culture depends upon 

effective spousal relationship. 

Today, the marriage mentality changes. Therefore, the importance of widow 

remarriage is increasing. Marriage is without a doubt a life union of a man with 

a woman. The official longevity of the relationship also can causes the 

companions anxiety, notably when marriage has fully broken down. Life under 

the eternal rule of a man whom you disbelieve is a state of slavery by itself; or 

being obliged to give in to his spirit is a tragedy too great by slavery. 

Accordingly in most law systems divorce is recommended in some way or 

another. Divorce was seen as a condition, an inevitable byproduct of an 

unhappy union. There is no need to believe that people have taken unfair 

advantage of it everywhere it happens, or they would be happy to be bound by 

the first marriage. In an appeal from Canada, the decision of the Privy Council 

shows the social essence of divorce and the great care with which it is granted. 

Divorce's inspiration is very old and can not be traced back to origin. 

Miscarriage as an institution is the last step in liberating a woman to man's 

bondage into marital relation. "According to Letorneau. "We have strong 

rejoicing in India in marriage, and we are a country that prides ourselves on the 

stable pillars of our relationships, whether in the heaven, high water, rain or 

sunlight. The Supreme Court in Kollam, Chandra Shekhar v. kollam Padam 

Lata.Life consists of good and bad days, and bad times will cause horrible 

disease and serious hardships. The married couples should decide how or not 

these storms and equanimously welcome the sunlight..” 

2. Discussion 

 

1. Divorce under modern Hindu law: 

The Converts Marriage Dissolution Act, 1866, was the first statute on divorce 

passed by British rulers of India in 1866. It was intended for the Indian low 

caste which converted to the ruling religionDespite this, the Divorce Act of 

1869, which applied to Catholics and became a Religious wedding party, came 

into its own. There is also the divorce statute. In the former territories of 

Bombay, Saurashtra and Madras the divorce here between Hindus had been 

legalised in 1947, 1952, 1949, respectively. respectively. Via the 1955 Hindu 

Marriage Act, a new complex legislation for divorce, both statutes then are 

scrapped. In the beginning the Hindu Marriage Act of 1955 was based on 

dissolution theory of faults and includes 9 reasons of fault in accordance with 

section 13(1), which allowed either the wife or perhaps the husband to claim 

the divorce. Section 13 of the Hindu Marriage Act, 1995 is amongst the most 
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progressive provisions. It has been revised to address the evolving needs of 

society, or has been liberalized only a few times since its creation in 1955. 

From the very beginning when the Divorce order was issued for divorce 

through mutual consent under unusual cases, now Breakup Principle of 

Divorce are used. This is all because of the changing complexity is said to be 

evolving. Occasionally, the Court and the Committee on Law have indicated 

that if an irreparable separation for marriage as a separate divorce ground be 

adopted by the central government. The subsequent revisions to the Hindu 

Marriage Act reformed divorce laws inappropriately. 

 

2. Divorce under Muslim law: 

Marriage is a bond (akad) defined by Islamic law that requires a man and a 

woman to connect physically. It is an appropriate means of managing the home 

life and ensuring a healthy generation continues. If there is a legal arrangement 

(akad), both husband and wife have rights and duties towards each other. There 

is the freedom to live together and make plans for their life and future. Alas, 

not all relationships survive long. Dissolution of marriage or divorce is 

permitted as the final option and last resort. Divorce among ancient Arabs was 

simple and frequent. In fact this practice had also continued to some degree, 

given the fact that Prophet opposed it, in Islamic law. The Prophet found it to 

be "the most evil of all things allowed before Almighty Allah. Marriage is 

really an Islamic relationship that involves the physical connection of a man 

and a woman. It is an effective way to handle home life and to ensure the 

continuity of a successful generation. When a civil contract is in effect (akad), 

the couples have rights and duties. There is the liberty to stay together and plan 

their lives and their future. Unfortunately, not all partnerships are long-

standing. The final and penultimate option is the dissolution of marriage or 

divorce. Divorce was basic and regular among ancient Arabs. Qadi Numan 

records an incident where only Ali declined to divorce another of his four 

wives to marry a second woman; and he ordered Kufa people not to give their 

daughters for Imam Hasan (his own son), for he married and divorced an 

enormous proportion of women. 

The term 'divorce' is recognized internationally, and the meaning is present in 

many languages and faiths. Matrimonial marriage is, according to the Islamic 

definition, a kind of social contract that may be broken. Islam accepts 'divorce' 

in its rational and reasonable perspective on all human relations, but only as a 

necessary evil, under some cases unavoidable. Who would argue that such 

circumstances occur in which it is not humanly practicable for the pair to go on 

as a husband and wife to live a happy and productive life? Isn't that more 

appropriate to parting with good will and good will for the sake of the parties 

rather than just a negative and unhappy life of pressured relations? Ameer Ali 

argues also that reforms of the Prophet Mohammed reflect a new divergence in 

Eastern rule history in his book "Mohammedan Law." Prophet Mohammad 

prohibited divorce and required women to be divorced on equal grounds. It is 

claimed that the Prophet said, “if a woman is prejudiced by a family, let her be 

cut up. 
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Large variation occurs within the different schools about the husband's 

exercising of the right of divorce on his own motion without the Judge's 

interference. A broad and prominent jurist body finds that talaq arising from 

the husband is always forbidden except for need such as the wife's adultery. 

Another segment composed mostly of the 'Matazalas,’ finds talaq to be illegal 

without the 'Hakim-ush-sharaa’ approval that is. The judge in Muslim law. 

Find some other justification for the exclusion of talaq from a category of 

prohibition and an impartial judge, and, in favor of his theory, argue the 

Prophet 's words earlier stated, and his orders to appoint referees in case of a 

disagreement among married parties, to settle their differences. 

The pre-Islamic divorce institution did not need a test to justify its operation, so 

it was deemed appropriate because there was no check on result that the bond 

was broken. In Muslim marriage the husband will break the marital bond at 

will, even without his permission the woman cannot divorce herself from her 

spouse. 

 

3. Marriage and dissolution in India: 

 Marriage : sexuality , spouse selection and marital stability 

A main aspect of the socio-cultural and marriage structure in India is the tight 

regulation of sexuality and the prohibition of sexuality for women within 

marriage. A woman who indulges in premarital sex is considered not only to 

bring disgrace to the family but also to undermine the dignity of caste. 

Therefore, family and caste councils have adopted the task of regulating the 

sexuality of women. Sexuality management is more rigorous among 

communities where caste identity recognition is higher. Sexuality issues have 

ensured that single girls are perceived as a liability and a challenge to the 

current family and social order. ©Among other reasons, this obsession about 

sexuality has ensured that marriage is comparatively early and almost 

widespread. The essence of spousal selection is the second aspect of the Indian 

marriage structure that may affect marital stability. In general, marriages are 

arranged by parents or relatives (with varying degrees of agreement and 

negotiation with children) rather than pre-marital dating. Parents and relatives 

play an significant role when marriage is considered to influence family status 

and descent 

While arranged marriages continued, there has been a shift in the degree of 

participation of parents, families and the young themselves.There is also more 

participation and greater engagement of young men and women in choosing 

their own partners by agreements with parents and relatives. Compared to the 

past the spouses ‘own needs and expectations are now considered during a 

spouse’s pick.Using technology in matchmaking by marriage portals though 

providing the opportunity for transgressing conventional norms seems to have 

re-engraved conventional ideals in the choosing of spouses. 

 Jural and Conjugal stability of marriages in India 

The need to differentiate between jural and conjugal stability is particularly 

important in the sense of India. The reasons for and degree to which the two 
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modes of stability vary need to be put in the legal, customary, socio-cultural 

and religious frameworks of India. 

 

4. Grounds of divorce: 

Article 13 of the Hindu Marriage Act of 1955 provides nine factors for 

responsibility for divorce. Much of these explanations are typically based upon 

moral doctrines such as divorce, including such adultery, desertion, violence, 

insanity, leprosy, genital herpes, and more are generally faith-related motives, 

for example, the redeeming and abrogation of faith. In order to obtain a divorce 

settlement, either side must show that at least one justification for divorce is 

provided by statute. In Rajender v. Anita, 302, there were statements in the 

Court that a marital partnership (marital), not represented underneath the Hindu 

Marriage Act of 1955, could be broken or dissolved. 

 

1. Adultery: 

The Hindu Marriage Act 1955 established that, according to the Indian Divorce 

Act 1869, adultery were deemed a cause for divorce in accordance with the 

Parsi Marriage and Divorce Act 1936 (amendment 1988). According to Black's 

Law Dictionary,304, "Adultery includes a committed person's voluntary sexual 

intercourse with a woman other than his husband or wife, or with someone who 

has been married to another person." Adultery is an illicit sexual relationship, 

in the normal sense, between that and a couple who are married and even a 

couple of all other sexes. Since it is a crime of silence and isolation, there will 

not be clear evidence of conduct of sexual intercourse. 

This clear proof is also questionable. To infer adultery, conditions can be 

included. It can be concluded that a man or a woman stays in a hotel with an 

unknown man or woman. Like the expression goes, they 're not singing their 

prayers. Adultery has other synonyms, such as disloyalty, disloyalty, 

unfaithfulness, etc., and these synonyms contribute to the same general sense 

of the word as having consensual sexual relations between a married couple, 

and a person who is not their wife but without the consent of their husband as 

well. Across different countries, however, the same concept has been viewed 

with different meanings, so the legal definition of heresy varies wildly and rank 

to law as perjury was viewed in many countries only as having agreement 

sexual relations with people other than the spouse, but besides this meaning in 

many other countries the punishment was established. In India, in compliance 

with Section 497 of the Foreign Security Code, the offence of treason only 

happens to individuals not to males, excluding as abettors. Accordingly, the 

42nd Report from the Indian Legislative Committee, submitted in 2013 by the 

Malimath Committee, proposed reforming Section 497 to also prosecute 

women for adultery. 

 

1.1. Condonation of adultery: 

Section 23(1)(b) states that if the complainant becomes an accessory or 

connives or condones the erring spouse's guilt then the complaint fails. Where 

a husband (or wife) still lives with another partner known to have committed 
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adultery long though the truth has been revealed, so condonation is assumed. 

This would be repugnant to decency and common sense to encourage a 

husband to say he had sexual relations with his wife and that he did not forgive 

her because he did not wish to remit the wrong done to him; he would accept 

and reprove the union accordingly. 

 

1.2. Could women married for adultery were prosecuted?? 
Under paragraph 23(1)(b), the case fails whether the plaintiff is an beneficiary 

or connives or condones the erring partner's guilt. Whether a spouse or partner 

stays with a person who is believed to have committed adultery long after the 

truth is discovered, it is believed that they are forgiven. That'd be repugnant for 

dignity and good sense, so as to allow a husband to admit that he has sex with 

his wife and that he has not excused her, so he does not want to remit the errors 

he has done to him.' Sh's Highest Court Bench Mishra Dipak, C. J., A. M. D.Y. 

Khanwilkar. JJ Chandrachud. 

, A formal appeal against the validity of the Indian Penal Code, section 497 

1860, was lodged. This was stated that protection and punishment for adultery 

offences are assured by the law. Appellants in Yusuf Abdul Aziz, case 328 

were stating that the judgment could not be deemed sufficient, as it states, "sex 

is a sound distinction, and while no discrimination could be induced on this 

basis as a whole, it makes special provisions in the Constitution itself for 

women and kids in this scenario. 

3. Conclusion 

As already stated, before the Hindu Marriage Act of 1955 was enacted, no 

provisions concerning divorce in India were made, particularly by the Hindu 

people, because divorce was too severe because then marrying was regarded a 

sacrament but a divine relation. Yet action is being taken against the other 

partner because of intensified violence by the partner. In a significant number 

of patients of stress and wellbeing, experiences with violence resulted. In order 

to legally conclude marital partnerships, the principle of divorce came into 

effect in accordance with Hindu Marriage Act 1955. In addition, the Court 

provided the wife with some particular considerations for seeking a divorce 

decision in order to mitigate and allow further access to violence against 

women. Wives have been the only prisoners in historic households, and they 

have been used to being always in the hands in respective husbands and other 

family members and have not raised up and rebelled to their speech. Yet any 

dominant law has advantages and disadvantages, and the government of the 

state will have an essential role to play to consider potential repercussions and 

act carefully. Divorce laws are repeatedly being liberalized in order to adapt to 

the demands of changing social circumstances and give free reception to 

married couples. Although divorce is in this area a major move, it is not 

necessarily so unless there is a severe violation of marriage and also the 

consent of one of our spouses is with hared. The court is stuck in the fact that 

now the Union under consideration was irreversibly destroyed and has no 

recuperation chance, since the evidence to sustain a union isn't really adequate. 

India has found this problem. In order to allow a divorce ground irreparable 
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separation of marriage, the Supreme Court and the law commission suggested. 

Even if soil is used separately as a reason for quitting ten, protection should be 

provided to ensure that no bullying is carried out by any party. 
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