
PJAEE, 17 (6) (2020) 

 

Position of Tribal Santal Women in the Santal Society in Mayurbhanj District of Odisha         

12778 
 

 

 

POSITION OF TRIBAL SANTAL WOMEN IN THE SANTAL 

SOCIETY IN MAYURBHANJ DISTRICT OF ODISHA 
 

Mayamani Hembram1, Dr.Sishir Kumar Tripathy2and Dr. Birendra Suna3 * 
1Ph.D. Scholar, KIIT School of Social Sciences, KIIT Deemed to be University, 

Bhubaneswar, Odisha, India  
2Lecturer, Department of History, KISS Deemed to be University, Bhubaneswar, Odisha, 

India. 
3 Associate Professor, Department of Sociology, School of Social Service and 

Administration, KISS Deemed to be University, Bhubaneswar, Odisha, India 

 

Mayamani Hembram, Dr.Sishir Kumar Tripathy and Dr. Birendra Suna, Position 

ofTribal Santal Women in the Santal Society in Mayurbhanj District of Odisha-

Palarch’sJournal Of Archaeology OfEgypt/Egyptology 17(7),ISSN 1567-214x 

   

Abstract                                                                                   

In a Santal society the role of women is considerable and significant and generally 

more essential and aware than the supposed common society. Innate women appreciate and 

share the financial weight just as partake in each choice inside her family and society. 

Nonetheless, from materialistic advancement perspective, she still lopsidedly from instruction 

and better than average way of life. Position of women is commonly estimated utilizing  
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Introduction 

The Santal women are viewed as Jinis Kanakoor things. They are 

supposed to be the property of the men. On the off chance that 

womensubmit offense, either the spouse or the father gives the fine. 

women are the potential witches while the men are witch discoverer and 

healer. Hence, they don't play drums, don't go to Majhi than or go to a 

body. The females who do these are supposed to be the witches. The 

Santal women are allowed to move alone, move out in the open, and take 

choice with respect to family matters. The Santals treated the female 

individual from his family with deference, permitted them to participate in 

the celebration. Marriage of a young women gives her that status which is 

exceptional in non-innate society. The father of the young girl gets the 

Gonong for example women of the honour value given by the lucky man's 

father which is a basic custom of Santal marriage. If there should be an 

occurrence of remarriage the women cost is insignificant. There are sure 

social restrictions saw by the women in the Santal society. women are 

avoided interest in the Jaher. They can't be available when penances are 

advertised. They can't eat substance of any creature offered uniquely to the 

Abeg Bongas(Sacred God) and Marang Buru(God). Women are banned 
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from climbing hallowed trees or gather their branches. They are not 

permitted to contact furrow, shooting with bolt, playing woodwind, 

hanging a parkom (bed) or hitting with a hatchet. They are forbidden from 

the material the house. People can't eat together. women can't partake in 

the chase.  

Objectives 

The paper has executed these objectives. 1.The main objective of 

this paper to highlight of the position of Santal women in Santal 

community. 2. To understand status among the santal women in santal 

tribal society. 

 

Methodology  

Empirically qualitative data has been collected from the field and 

secondary sources are also used.The paper was written by conducting and 

using a combination of primary and secondary methods. For the paper 

multi-stage stratified purposive sampling, personal interviewing, 

observations were done santal society of Mayurbhanj. Exploratory and 

interpretation was made on the field notes to get the quality of data.  

 

Review of Literature  

CharulalMukherjea (1962) has broken down some noteworthy 

investigations in this setting by fundamentally inspecting distinctive the 

privilege of Santal women as to the securing of portable properties, 

however when we go to the topic of resolute properties, we discover the 

Santal laws are passionless towards her, for she has no privileges of legacy 

or inheritance of terrains. Work done by a woman in overabundance of 

accommodating her own food, the Santal inhabitant has, as an individual 

from his clan, certain deities strict and social, yet the women for reason of 

her sex, isn't permitted to perform them. S.N. Chaudhary (2015) has 

investigated in conventional Santal ancestral networks, Santal women have 

no political function by any means. They are not permitted to hold office 

in the gathering gatherings. Santal women don't have a significant function 

in strict exercises. They are not permitted to direct in any the services, 

regardless of whether during childbirth, passing or marriage or in different 

events or celebrations. In any case, they enormously contribute in the 

services. Numerous duties associated with love are designated to them. 

Santal women clean and brighten the spot of love. Santal women are 

contributing emphatically monetary interests’women gather natural 

products, consumable roots, tubers, kindling and other house hold 

necessities. Santal women engaged with advantageous occupations, similar 

to rope-production, cook get ready, rice lager, agribusiness. Santal women 

care for gathering and relocating. The monetary functions of santal women 

are more critical in time. Suchismita Sen Choudhury (2013) has 

investigated Santal women are allowed to move alone, move in broad 

daylight and take choice with respect to family matters. Santals women 

treated the female individual from his family with deference permitted 

them to participate in celebration. Marriage santal women are avoided 

support in the jaher. They can't be available when penances are advertised. 

They can't eat tissue of any creature offered extraordinarily to the Abe 

Bongas andMarang Buru. women are not permitted to contact furrow, 
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rooftop the house. Men and women can't eat together, women can't partake 

in chase. 

 

Rights and Privileges  

The Santal society is patrilineal. The girls, as a rule, have no 

directly over father's property as she is relied upon to wed and in this 

manner bolstered by her better half and her children. She could just get 

standard blessings which are not inheritable. When in doubt of the general 

public, the children got an equivalent portion of the father's property and 

the senior child got minimal more than the others. On the off chance that a 

man bites the dust without a kid, the property went to his father family 

members. "Of late, notwithstanding, with the assent of the courts, just girls 

have been given an actual existence residency of the father's property, and 

this practically implies legacy by little girls".  

Inheritance 

In specific situations,a girl can succeed father's property. In the 

event that an individual has just little girl and no child, the girl can wed a 

man who remained at his father’s in-law's home as GhardiJawae(son-in-

law). The child in-law needs to work for his father-in-law till his passing. 

After his passing the child in-law acquires all resolute property and a large 

portion of the mobile property, the other portion of which goes to the 

father's family members. On the off chance that there is more than one 

such child in-law, the property is partitioned similarly among them. On the 

off chance that a man's child passed on issueless, at that point his wedded 

little girl can go to his home and remains there as GhardiJawae(son-in-

law). In the event that the young womenpass on, the GhardiJawae(son-in-

law) can remain at his father-in-law's home and take care of his father-in-

law's property until he remarries as found in Santal Pargana.  

Widows with minor children many keep all the property in her ownership, 

while her parents in law keep an eye so she was unable to squander it. She 

remained the guardian of the property till the development of the children. 

In the event that she remarries before the development of the children, at 

that point her parents in law claim all the property. The widow doesn't get 

anything, however regularly she is skilled with a calf out of consideration. 

This blessing is called Bhandkar. An issueless widow or with a minor 

young women kid has no choice, yet to go out. Some of the time the 

widow is kept by her brother's in law. Rather she gets some blessing and 

comes back to his father's property. In the event that a woman is separated 

without her flaw, she is given some paddy, bovine, and a few utensils. 

 

Santal female could possess specific kinds of versatile property 

namely, the share in any yield which she has assisted with reaping. From 

this offer she could purchase a domesticated animal or any trimming she 

needed. It is called Irarpa. The endowment of maternal uncle (Gahna) that 

is given during end of lunar or sun-oriented obscuration. The formal 

blessings that she requests and gets from the seniors. A widow can 

guarantee just upkeep. Santal Pargana Civil gave judgment to the widow 

women that a father could give land or some other property to his little girl 

at his will. The Santal Pargana Tenancy Act (Supplementary Provision) 

the ceremony of a widow or minor to assume control over landholding 
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incidentally for development. In a roundabout passed by the Bihar 

Government dated third March 1979, proclaimed the kid conceived of a 

Scheduled Tribe mother and a position Hindu father will be of a Scheduled 

Tribe stock.  

 

The Santals consider all women as potential witches who took in 

their craft or rather took it from Marang Buru, the head of directing god. 

They get preparing for turning out to be witches (Dan Aima) caused 

sicknesses of individuals and steers and every single other insidiousness in 

the general public. witches are consistently women and never a man. The 

witches ace the Bongas and got hitched with him. At that point, she figures 

out how to murder individuals. Janguru (witch specialist) is accepted to 

spare individuals from the witches. When in a family a man experienced 

an impossible to miss sickness and nobody could fix him. At that point, the 

issue is taken to the Jan-master. On the off chance that he pronounced that 

a Bonga is dependable, at that point the patient's relative needs to 

guarantee penance. Be that as it may, on the off chance that he declares a 

women witch to be dependable, at that point the distinguished women are 

bothered every which way and regularly executed by the residents as well. 

The Santals have extraordinary confidence in the witches and they are 

women. 

 

Witchcraft 

The Santal consider all women as potential witches who took in 

their craft or rather took it from Marang Buru, the head of managing 

divinity. They get preparing for turning out to be witch. Witches (Dan 

Aima) caused sicknesses of individuals and dairy cattle and every single 

other malice in the general public. Witches are consistently women and 

never a man. The witches ace the Bongas and got hitched with him. At that 

point, she figures out how to execute individuals. Janguru (witch 

specialist) is accepted to spare individuals from the witches. When in a 

family a man experienced an impossible to miss mawomen and nobody 

could fix him, at that point, the issue is taken to the Jan-master. On the off 

chance that he announced that a Bonga is dependable, at that point the 

patient's relative needs to guarantee penance. However, on the off chance 

that he reports a women witch to be capable, at that point the distinguished 

women are hassled every way under the sun and regularly murdered by the 

townspeople as well. The Santals has an extraordinary confidence on the 

witches and they are women.1 

 

Status of Santal Women  

The Santal women status is a lot of harmony cherishing and kind-

hearted with agreeable nature. They loathe quarrelling and defaming 

however prefer to stay independent with their own obligations endorsed by 

the general public. They are a lot of confidence and self-supporting 

ordinarily and constantly prefer to remain ace of their own psyche. Despite 

the fact that the Santal women are perceived as relentless all during that 

time in the family, their monetary worth isn't assessed appropriately. Over 

80% of horticultural works are finished by the womenfolk. However, they 

are not the proprietor of the produce. They convey the produce on the head 
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to the market however just at the craving of a family headman. There is no 

settlement framework, among the Santals and yet the separations are 

regular and women are misled without a doubt. A Santal male has some 

particular conventional rituals and festivity for his benefit. Be that as it 

may, a female doesn't have such benefits. In the act of black magic, just 

women are recognized as witches and as a rule, such distinguished women 

are mercilessly executed.  

 

In the youth, young womenget minimal opportunity to play openly 

on the grounds that she stays occupied in caring for her more youthful 

siblings or sisters or helping her mom. In the immaturity period, a young 

women's development is a lot of limited. She can't move alone anyplace. A 

young woman following 12 years of stay unmarried appears some kind of 

problem with her. Remarriage of a young women is more is troublesome 

than that of a kid, exceptionally the young women having any issue or a 

young women kid. An isolated woman can't have the best type of marriage 

or can't wed a single man whereas a Santal man can do as such for a few 

times. Remarriage of a women lessens the women of the hour cost just as 

her societal position. The Santal male-centric culture doesn't work on the 

rule of fairness most definitely.  

 

The status of santal women in Mayurbhanj locale depicted as 

though a wedded man has no kid, he can wed again as indicated by Santal 

standard law. Women cost is paid in the two cases. On the off chance that 

a man has more than one spouse, regardless of whether some of them may 

be called Rakhni (escort, lit a kept women) they acquire similarly. A man 

can wed the same number of spouses as he prefers, yet a woman can't have 

more than each husband in turn. Panchayats just as law-courts will offer 

alleviation to the spouse, regardless of whether called Rakhni, who is 

deserted by her significant other or not given upkeep.  

 

Vermilion is applied as a sign of acknowledgment, even to a rakhni 

(special women), by a wedded woman of any Santal faction during 

wedding functions. At the point when every wedded women of the clan are 

blessed by custom. At the point when a man bites the dust leaving his 

better half and sibling and different families on the two sides, the widow 

acquires everything, if her significant other was discrete from his siblings. 

In any case, if they lived mutually (with his siblings). The widow gets 

upkeep as it were. The girl has no offer in her father's property, if there are 

male kids. In any case, if there are no children, the little girl acquires in 

inclination to all agnates. 

 

Status of Santal Women in the Santal Parganas  

The status of the Santal women in Santal parganas in Mayurbhanj. 

The Santal women an initially legitimate non-substance is bit by bit getting 

her privileges of property perceived by aberrant lawful fictions. To return 

to Santal legends and people stories we discover womenBeinj credited 

with uncanny forces related with witches. women, to the crude Santal, can 

befool even the "Bongas" (the shrewd soul divinities) to be their loathsome 

instruments. "Try not to accept women," they would state similarly with 
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the individuals who thought our unique mother was worked off the left 

slanted rib of man. It is no big surprise along these lines that Santal 

standard law ought to be swarmed with the soul of believing its women as 

insignificant assets to be 'purchased' for marriage and descendants. In this 

way hypothetically in any event the Santals think about their women as 

whimsical and untrustworthy animals, a helpful and key need to the 

individual and inborn life yet having a place with sub-human animal 

varieties. It wasfound that what to state of privileges of obtaining property, 

she has no municipal rights in the clan perceived for her. She can't sit as a 

part in the consultations of the town older folks, in spite of the fact that her 

proof is permissible in those courts.  

 

Different components added to this position. In any case, the most 

significant is by all accounts the semi hunting, never-ending moving 

nature of the first Santal, who framed individuals from an apparently 

socialist society, separating the produce of their dirt between themselves. 

So not being inhabitants in the lawful feeling of the term with genuine 

properties, the subject of accommodating kids didn't strike the Santal truly, 

till he, lately, acknowledged the situation of settled agriculturists. Presently 

a sharp spectator sees a change. Whatever their old innate thoughts may 

have been, the women are seen practically speaking to practice a situation 

in the residential life, which legitimately has a place with the housewife in 

the western feeling of the term. In addition, instruction, contact with the 

changing propensities of the west separated through the ministers and of 

the Dikus (non Santals), have to a huge degree relaxed the unbending 

nature of old inborn laws to an ever-increasing number of cutting-edge 

standards.  

 

The turn of the women presence, as per the Santal, relies upon her 

marriage. be that as it may, to wed her one must get her with a cost. This 

women of the honour value, Gonong(customary Bride Price), as the Santal 

calls it, is as fundamental in a Santal marriage as the saptapadi is to the 

Hindu, or the eating together from a similar plate to the Burmese. 

Therefore, the legitimate end product is that the spouse is the proprietor of 

his significant other as a package of property.  

 

The courts present intriguing instances of Santal separate from 

when the settlement of the women cost turns into the most significant 

factor in the declaration. The shouldwomen be demonstrated the liable 

party, the women cost must have come back to the harmed spouse. On the 

off chance that the womenare demonstrated on proof to be failing, and 

infidelity is demonstrated against her, the co-respondent must 

compensation a twofold Gonong to the spouse of the women. Be that as it 

may if the man is the culpable party, his women of the hour cost is 

relinquished. 

 

Therefore, property she has a place in her minority to her father, 

she is purchased as such by her significant other and when her coverture 

stops on her husband’s demise, she returns to her unique proprietors. Be 

that as it may, if her father is dead and none of her unique family 
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sympathetically assumes responsibility for her, she floats as a bit of res-

nullius, with no lows remain in the public activity. It isn't abnormal, 

thusly, that has changed over her into a bit of property, the inborn laws 

couldn't lawfully and consistently give on her any rights to hold and own 

property, genuine or individual. Be that as it may, as Santal ancestral 

statute has changed is as yet changing a lot. In the space of the 

responsibility for properties, this improved position is the most 

recognizable. On the off chance that is seen that now they can possess 

cash, dairy cattle, and merchandise. This proprietorship is finished 

legitimate right, for they have the intensity of discarding these to 

whomsoever she satisfies. She isn't only the trustee, as the Hindu widow 

seems to be, with respect to her widow's bequest.  

 

It is oftentimes observed that when the property is separated between the 

children, a caring father will present on his girl a few heads of cows or 

some pin-cash, to be her own property. It was found that the trimmings of 

the women are their own. They appreciate the fullest forces of removal 

over them. Be that as it may, some of the time they are made to store 

family cash. Here just cases are unique. Should a spouse be separated with 

no issue of hers, the innate traditions presently qualify her for a cow, some 

paddy, and a few utensils. These become her own property. So also, the 

bundle of paddy that Santal young women procure during theircelebration, 

is put away by her as her own property. She has the fullest responsibility 

for cash she would get by selling such a paddy. The widow with no 

children likewise has her property, on the off chance that she is sent to her 

parent's family.  

 

Yet, the instance of a women working and winning cash presents a 

fascinating issue. Should she be qualified for her reward for so much hard 

work legitimately, in illuminating this, a differentiation is made between 

work done by a woman in an overabundance of accommodating her own 

food, and the work, say, of a little girl of the family, customarily. In the 

previous case, she is allowed by standard law to spare the winning she 

made, well beyond that goes towards her food; yet in the last case, it will 

go for the most part to her folks or watchmen.  

 

So far, we have talked about the privileges of Santal women with 

respect to the procurement of mobile properties; yet when we go to the 

topic of steady properties, we locate the innate laws are exceptionally 

unconcerned towards her, for she has no privileges of legacy or inheritance 

of grounds. The explanation isn't far to look for. The Santal inhabitant has, 

as an individual from his clan, certain obligations strict and social, yet the 

women for the explanation of her sex isn't permitted to perform them.  Yet, 

human emotions to check. There are affectionate father who need their 

drafts to be furnished with terrains, and there are other people who may 

have no children yet just girls. In the last case, all the grounds of the 

expired Santal inhabitant will go to the following of his kinfolk. A 

fascinating technique has since quite a while ago existed in Santal standard 

law to dispose of this situation for giving the little girl lands. 
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Such a Father gives his little girl in union with a ghardijanwane 

(trained child in-law). He is a child in-law who contributed to the situation 

of a child of the family. He doesn't pay for his women in real money. He 

serves in the place of his father-in-law, and in this way pays by his work, 

by and large for a time of five years. On the expiry of this term, he is 

allowed to go out. The child in-law for this situation isn't permitted by 

innate traditions to anything besides his better half. After the passing of his 

folk’s in-law, he isn't himself the inheritor. He is, in the eye of law and 

truth, simply the marriage. he doesn't turn into a beneficiary by the 

insignificant actuality of marriage. on the off chance that it is proposed 

that the ghardijanwane will acquire, this must be explicitly masterminded 

at the hour of marriage by an open revelation, which has all the power of 

an oral will. Indeed, the little girl acquires. The ghardijanwane is the agent 

as inhabitant and proprietor of the women in the eye of ancestral law, who 

has no privileges of legacy perceived for her. This position will be still 

increasingly clear when we recall that if the ghardijanwane leaves his 

father-in-law's insurance, his privileges in his father-in-law's territories 

liquefy away forever. What's more, never has his own family members any 

privilege to his alleged inheritance. The offspring of the marriage are the 

main recipients. On the off chance that the ghardijanwane's innate 

traditions, for the most part, permit him a real existence intrigue just, if he 

doesn't remarry. This legitimate fiction was made by Santal standard law 

to give land to little girls; in light of the fact that, as women, they can't 

play out certain social and strict obligations which no one but men can 

perform.  

 

Be that as it may, times are evolving. The time the settlement 

courts have recorded girls as raiyats in farming grounds and gave them an 

actual existence residency, and reformist Santal affiliations are pursuing 

the acknowledgment of the privileges of in-heritance of married Santals 

girls. Be that as it may, the part of the widow in the Santal standard law is 

the hardest. She isn't qualified for any, either in her father's home or in her 

husband's. It might be that youngsters may take care of their bereaved 

mother out of consideration and appreciation, yet she has no rights 

perceived for her. Be that as it may, in the event that she has no kids, the 

main option is again the graciousness of the individuals from her better 

half's family. On the off chance that they are cruel, she is tossed hapless in 

this wide world. There were, in any case, indications of Santal general 

assessment championing itself to improve the state of the widows. An area 

of Santal taught assessment as of late needed that the widow ought to have 

her privileges of support out of her late spouse's properties, till she 

remarried. Yet, ancestral laws are hard and conservatism is profoundly 

established.  

 

A definitive consequence of the reformist moves can be gathered 

from the Santal Parganas. The board of trustees while examining "Move 

by present or will" sees that "there has been for a long time a moderate 

pattern towards an adjustment in the law which would give Santal women 

a perceived position. In any case, there is no unanimity among the Santals 

on the point. The advisory group inspected various observers on the point, 
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among others, the President of the Santal Malko Sabha. Yet, even this 

body which speaks to further developed sentiment was not for permitting a 

Santal to move by will anything aside from his self-procured property; and 

the President conceded that this change would have a minimal pragmatic 

impact since the laws against estrangement for all intents and purposes 

limit oneself gained property to such land as the raiyat has himself 

recovered."  

 

Considering all these, the panel didn't figure a change should be 

implemented by enactment and trusted that the standard law would grow 

normally and continuously. At long last, they suggested that common 

cases including inquiries of Santal law of legacy should, where 

conceivable, be alluded to intervention by Santal mediators to encourage 

the development of a convention.2 

 

 

Social Status of Santal Women  

The key role in the economy of the Santal society is played by the 

women. The greater part of the local works is performed by them. They 

connect with themselves in local works, an assortment of kindling, raising 

of kid, and household domesticated animals. Selling and promoting for the 

family. They likewise consistently are occupied with horticultural 

exercises like planting and harvesting, angling, gathering backwoods item 

alongside performing wage work as and when required. They are the head 

loaders. They pick leaves. In spite of the fact that the Santali women are 

most noticeably terrible hit by the impacts of male liquor addiction in their 

general public one of the astounding things to be seen is that the Santali 

women are prevalently occupied with the alcohol exchange. They blend 

handi and sell them as a means of their inborn economy as constrained 

assets are accessible for their endurance. In the constrained field of work 

to they need to confront the sexual orientation segregation and pay 

contrast. No extraordinary consideration with respect to legitimate 

sustenance is taken in any event, during the pregnancy.  

 

One of the enormous worries of a Santal couple after marriage is to have 

no youngster, a Santal man can separate from a woman for her 

fruitlessness and the other way around and this barrenness can lead a man 

to have a second spouse with earlier assent from his previous one. As per 

the customary conviction of the Santal people group an individual is 

progressively inclined to come into contact with an extraordinary office at 

the mother's belly. Also, during the hour of birth. As such various 

limitations are forced to a woman to protect her belly. She is kept from 

ending any life and she won't be permitted to see or contact a human 

cadaver. She can't sob or cry in the event that a passing happens. She won't 

be permitted to cross a half-furrowed paddy field. Under any situation, she 

won't be allowed to go almost a waterway or stream where pernicious soul 

are accepted to abide. She isn't permitted to rests in the patio or in an open 

space since some malignant Bonga (soul) may have a stink eye on her 

belly or a fledgling called Punic-ere may fly over her which may make 

hurt her belly. She isn't qualified for a stroll over the straw ropes typically 
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utilized for restricting bandis (a capacity made of bamboo for putting away 

grains) different limitations are additionally forced to a pregnant woman. 

These limitations are related to some conventional convictions. She isn't 

permitted to put Jackfruit blossom in her hair since her youngster in the 

belly may wilt like a dried jackfruit bloom. At the hour of the tempest, a 

pregnant woman should remain inside placing her fingers in her ears with 

the goal that the kid doesn't hear the sound, in any case, the kid would be 

conceived quitter or hard of hearing. In the event that she makes pitha 

(bread) during her pregnancy, it might be wrinkling her kid's ear. 

Expecting that her youngster in the belly may get an additional finger or 

the fingers might be forked she is forestalled to plant or break turmeric 

root. The Santal living in the towns uses leaf cups for having handi 

(customary lager) however a woman in the belly won't be permitted to 

make leaf cup in light of the fact that it she does so her youngster may be 

brought into the world with a split lip. Expecting that her kid may get a 

long tongue and flappy ears she isn't permitted to look at an elephant.  

 

The customary Santal self-administering framework neither, for the 

most part, bolster polygamy nor it is agreeable to separate and, truth be 

told, separate was uncommon among them. Be that as it may, in 

unavoidable conditions three supporting reasons were socially perceived 

for separate for the spouse: if the wife is occupied with infidelity; on the 

off chance that she is suspected to rehearse black magic and on the off 

chance that she is infertile. Notwithstanding that the excessive method of a 

spouse and changeless ailment may likewise at some point lead to 

separate. Then again, a woman is likewise qualified to look for separate if 

her significant other needs to have a second spouse against her assent or 

can't gracefully her with the necessities of life. When in doubt, the women 

of the honour go to live with her better half after marriage, to the side from 

now and for a second time in which the child in-law goes to live in his 

father in-law's home. Like other men centric culture in the Santal society 

additionally, the father is when all is said in done, the leader of a family 

and all the dynamic force is vested upon him. He is the proprietor and 

chairman of family property. According to the standard law, individuals 

from a family should obey him. Without a father, the senior child 

appreciates the situation on the expired father. The offspring of a Santal 

family unit get the factionposition of the father and just the male kids 

reserve the option to appreciate the family property. Because of the male-

centric family structure, importance is given to the father, fatherly grand-

father, and fatherly uncle instead of to the mother, maternal grand-father, 

and maternal uncle. Generalizing male and female principles inside the 

family is as yet common. It is the commitment of a spouse to give his 

relatives food materials, cover, apparel, human services, and so on then 

again, a wife is liable for the family unit exercises. She as well helps her 

better half in rural and angling tasks. The adult children help their father, 

while the little girls help their mom in her family unit work. In spite of the 

fact that women are banished from certain strict and authoritative 

capacities, they have a significant economic status in the family. It is 

obvious from their place and job in the family that they appreciate 

aassured measures of power and autonomy inside the family.  
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The Santal women appreciates a sub-par position to that of a man 

in the Santal society yet she likewise appreciates a few rights alongside 

commitments according to the Santal standard law predominant in their 

general public. A Santal young woman is the property of her father until 

her marriage and as such he is to give a shield to her humility and is 

exclusively liable for her direct. On the off chance that an unmarried 

young woman submits and offense, her father is fined or briefly outcasted 

for his property has gotten side-tracked. Additionally, when a young 

woman is hitched, she turns into the property of her better half and he 

needs to deal with her. The work is additionally isolated among males and 

females however this course of action is put together not with respect to 

mediocrity yet on comfort and property. Guys are viewed as more fit than 

women for specific acts, while in others the exhibition by women would 

propose a sexual deviation. Women, for instance, are not permitted to 

furrow. They can't cover a rooftop or utilize a leveller. They are kept from 

shooting bolts, utilizing razor, etching gaps, hitting with a hatchet or 

angling with the line, and snare. They are not permitted to weave material 

or string a bed. They can't wear male garments or play male instruments. 

Every one of these activities is performed by males. Moreover, women are 

not permitted to forfeit creatures just as to observe penance. The Santal 

women are kept from utilizing drums, setting off to the Majhithans 

(sacrosanct spot) or going with a cadaver to the cemetery in light of the 

fact that these exercises can be the reason for doubt in the psyche of 

menfolk as just the women are accepted to be the witches in the Santal 

society. An outside woman and a wedded girl are not permitted to enter the 

bhitar or private hallowed place of a Santal family unit in view of the basic 

conviction that the sex of women will debase the bongas. Be that as it may, 

some household exercises including the assortment of fuel and the day by 

day drawing of water alongside cooking are only a women's undertaking.  

 

Santali Women's Right to Property  

In the Santal society rights to the property is basically acquired by 

the male kid yet certain property rights are delighted in by the women as 

well and these property rights are more vested on the unmarried young 

women than that of the wedded ones. While talking about the privileges of 

the Santal women, says that in as much as she is unmarried the wages 

earned by her are the property of the leader of the family. The wages on 

which she has the outright right are of six kinds. First of these is the er-

arpa or a heap of the reaped crop. Er-arpa is given in practically all 

wealthy Santal families. The second kind of property comprises any 

creature that her maternal uncle may have given her a blessing. There are 

again various standard presents on which an unmarried young woman has 

total belonging. In the event that her grand-father or senior sister's better 

half goes to the house, she washes their feet and they offer endowments, 

which are her property. At the wedding of her senior sister, she goes about 

as a main young woman or akvuric, and gets different endowments. A fifth 

sort of property which she may have acquired on the demise of father and 

mother. On the off chance that her mom is as of now dead, she gets her 

father's versatile property on his passing and holds it till her marriage. In 
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the event that she is a minor one, she can discard it as she enjoys, else it 

will be saved for her by watchman until she is hitched or accomplishes the 

greater part. On the off chance that her mom bites the dust, she will have 

no case in her father's mobile properties if there are siblings. At long last, 

if there is a parcel in the family before the young women is hitched, she is 

given danguahisa as cows or a plot of land with the goal that the costs 

liable to be brought about in her marriage can be overseen out of that plot 

of land or the cattle. On a fundamental level, the young womenhave 

restricted rights in the steadfast property of her father. She can't request a 

parcel if her siblings discrete, nonetheless, typically a real estate parcel is 

kept for possible later use for financing her marriage. Simultaneously her 

entitlement to upkeep proceeds on the off chance that she is grown-up and 

can guarantee it from her father, sibling or father's agnates. She can 

likewise guarantee adequate land for support till her marriage. 

Additionally, she can gain a place that is known for her own out of the 

wages got as er-arpa and out of different presents from her related. On 

such land, she has a total right. Correspondingly, in specific conditions, an 

unmarried little girl can acquire a place that is known for her father if there 

are neither siblings nor agnates. An unmarried young woman likewise has 

certain rights over her own individual. On the off chance that anybody 

abuses her unobtrusiveness the guilty party needs to pay five rupees or 

some other aggregate chose as lajaomarao(Shy). This lajaomarao cash is 

her outright property. All the utensils, articles, adornments, money or 

steers controlled by her as an unmarried little girl remain her own. On the 

off chance that after marriage she goes to her father to help him in reaping 

working, she gains new gleanings and these are added to the first stock. On 

the off chance that the er-arpa comprises of goats, fowls, pigs’ cows, or 

money, it is normally kept at her father's home until she is at last settled in 

her new house after marriage. The settlement of the wedded little girl by 

and large beginnings after the introduction of the primary kid. A wedded 

little girl during her lifetime has full control of proprietorship in a wide 

range of versatile or ardent property. If there should be an occurrence of 

movables her property isn't acquired by her better half, however, is 

partitioned similarly by her children. While if there should arise an 

occurrence of land, the legacy differs as indicated by its characters. In the 

event that the land has been gained as tabenjom (everlastingly), the 

offspring of the wedded girl acquire it. In the event that there are children 

they get the land-related property and if there are no children, the little 

girls, wedded or unmarried, will get the property. Her significant other or 

his agnates won't, notwithstanding, have any case, for the land was never 

there. On the off chance that the womendon’t have any youngsters the land 

will have come back to her father, siblings, mother, or male agnates.  

 

Participation of Women in Self-Governing Institution  

The Santals have been carefully keeping up an all-around 

characterized customary legal self-overseeing framework. In the legal 

arrangement of the Santal people group, three positional are commonly 

saved for women known as budhihalam. The word Budhi implies senior, 

not the old. These are the ex-officio posts holds for Majhi budhi, 

Jogmajhibudhi and Naekebudhi, the spouses of Jogmajhi, Majhi and 
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Naeke individually. In any case, as a general rule, these female authorities 

assume their indispensable job for the most part in the social and social 

capacities celebrated in the various events of the Santal life cycle 

alongside different celebrations and have nothing to do in the conventional 

administration arrangement of the clans. The women are not permitted to 

forfeit and play out any errand in strict capacities. women likewise 

acknowledge this conviction. As the Majhi is simply incomparable with 

their customary overseeing framework and this self-administering 

framework is intermixed with religion and confidence, so the whole 

network has confidence in the post of the Majhi. As such women 

ordinarily are not acknowledged at the post of Majhi. Tolerating the 

women Majhi may cause burden in light of the fact that the Santal women 

especially are acquainted with the conventional administration framework 

in the towns and don't set out to voice anything against the socio-strict 

framework.  

 

Conviction and practice of black magic among the Santals are solid 

even today among the Santals. According to their conviction most feared 

supernatural impacts and hopeless diseases are accepted to result from the 

acts of black magic. The Santals have consistently been fixated by the 

dread of black magic. The conviction that training of black magic may 

destabilize society, cause mischief to the life of a person and can be the 

reason for death. The best difficulty for us Santal is witches. As a result of 

them, we are foes of one another. In the event that there were no witches 

we would have lived joyfully. Thus, doubt is constantly present that 

witches might be busy working when a wiped-out individual can't recoup. 

Among the Santhals just women are accepted to rehearse black magic as 

opposed to that of Oraons, Mundas, Bhils, and different clans in which 

both a man or a woman can rehearse black magic. It if a profound 

established conviction among the Santals that black magic engages a 

woman to cause hurt in the general public. A woman of all ages can 

procure the enchantment intensity of black magic. They accept that the 

witch’s power young women to turn into their supporter so the inheritance 

proceeds after their passing moreover. Their preparation is supposed to be 

done on extremely dim evenings in timberland or an open plain, and it 

comprises in the instructing of mantars, charms, and melodies. She is 

acquainted with the bongas (vindictive soul) simply after a young woman 

ace over these things whose names she should learn. She is then hitched to 

a bonga from whom she learns the specialty of murdering. Toward the 

finish of her preparation, she is directed by her witch mentor to rehearse 

what she endless supply of her own family members. On the off chance 

that she declines she is said to get frantic and bite the dust. That is the 

reason women are constantly viewed with a feeling of suspicion3.  

 

Economic Status of Santal Women  

Status of Santal women in the examination territory isn't just of 

significance in the social exercises, yet her job in financial exercises is 

similarly significant. In the investigation territory, the division of work is 

mostly between everyday work and agribusiness. In every single other 

assignment worried about existence in the town, for example, creates, 
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house building, agribusiness, and work on the street, there is no division 

between men's work and women’s' work. In the event of farming, women 

had done weeding, hoeing, planting, whipping, and reaping with the 

exception of furrowing (which is finished by men). They accomplished 

street fill in as a day-by-day work. She additionally rehearsed 

workmanship work like weaving, pot making, tangle making, made 

wooden things, gems, and so forth. At home during relaxation time, she 

goes to advertise selling the items. Alongside the outside work, she 

additionally keeps up her family. She gives work to her family. She trained 

creatures like a hen, bovines, wild oxen, duck, pigs, and so on for 

monetary help. Some informed women delighted in individual 

employment like educator of Anganwadi focus, a non-showing staff of the 

school, school and college or private homestead, and so on which 

demonstrated that they took a huge job in monetary status.  

 

Women assumed a significant job in their family unit economy. 

They work in many tasks of all divisions of the nearby economy and for 

longer hours than men. Notwithstanding the residential and conceptive 

exercises related to family unit support they additionally gather and 

accumulate free products particularly fuel, grub, and water. The Santal 

women work adequately in generally financial and social establishments, 

partaking in both neighbourhood and vagrant work exercises. women self-

governance as far as dynamic is profoundly compelled among them. They 

have little access to, and practice constrained power over assets, and few 

are liberated from danger and savagery because of their spouses. Woking 

for compensation isn't really in the pointer of self-rule. The blue-collar 

Santal women can't settle on the choice to deal with their own, nor do they 

have authority over their profit. The marriage example and family ties 

guarantee that women are not cut off from family support.4 

 

Religious Status of Santal Women  

As the strict status is a general ruling among Santal it comprises a 

significant field for male control. Like different tribals, the Santals are 

polytheists. They trust in the presence of several gods, phantoms, and 

spirits living in the slopes, woods, and streams and their hereditary spirits 

controlling each part of their life consequently they practice numerous 

strict foundations like dharma puja, badna, parab, bonghora, and dol. In 

all cases, the town headman venerates the god or goddess. The women of 

the town arranged the food and drink required for the love. Their most 

significant celebrations are bahaparab and saharaiparab.  (Kali 

puja)women take extraordinary part in this event. During the bahaparab, 

each women of the town designed with new sari and adornments and 

performs the move at the night. On the Saharaiparab,(kali puja) women of 

the family are not permitted to take food and drink the entire day.  

 

Move and melody are the piece of Santal's strict life. The move and 

melody are constantly connected with their celebrations and customs 

which are consistently a network undertaking. The young women, old and 

youthful, independent old enough, partake in such occasions. Moving 

visits are traded between various towns. There is no immovable guideline 
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with respect to the time and spot for moving. Be that as it may, they for the 

most part move at night or night. The artists don't wear any unique custom. 

The Santal has various sorts of melodies for various events. Reverential 

tunes are sung during strict functions. The name of Santal moves and 

melodies are doing, lagre, dahar, guluari, rinja, baha, jhika, bhinsar, 

gunjar, humti, lobeo, sohrae, and dunger. Moves without tunes, the blade 

move, the dong move, and lauria. Also, melodies without moving are 

backwoods tunes, marriage recitation tunes, people story tunes, rice-

planting tunes, and laments. Aside from in the blade move, the lauria, and 

dahar (street) moves young women and youngsters move together in all 

moves. Verse of Santali tune during the celebration.  

 

Tattoos are one of the most significant parts of Santal strict life. The Santal 

women tattoos on their bodies. Essentially, they tattoo on their hand 

however most extreme cases seen the tattoos on another piece of the body. 

They for the most part drawn bloom and leaf as a tattoo. Tattoos had an 

important explanation which they accepted that these sign on their body 

speak to their locale in the afterlife.5 

 

Political Position of Santal Women  

In all the three village under investigation, women’s power doesn't 

stretch out to social or political status. The financial intensity of the 

women in the family isn't made an interpretation of in comparing network 

authority. They are not overlooked at the family unit level yet are not 

given due credit and significance at an authentic level. women matchless 

quality is limited inside the family area and doesn't stretch out to social or 

political status. They achieved political gathering and go for casting a 

ballot to their greatest advantage however don't get a political situation in 

the public arena yet once in a while they get auxiliary significance in open 

undertakings which likewise relied upon age and experience. Santal 

women enjoy their democratic rights and pretty much all women in the 

investigation are practiced their rights. A large portion of them follow the 

exhortation of their spouses or some of them are feeling the squeeze to 

acknowledge the desires of their husbands.6  

 

Health status of Santal Women  

Wellbeing status as a condition of complete mental, physical, and 

social prosperity and not just the nonattendance of illness or ailment. The 

wellbeing status of any network is impacted by the exchange of health 

awareness of the individuals, socio-social, segment, monetary, instructive, 

and political variables.The regular convictions, conventional traditions, 

legends, rehearses identified with heath, and infection impact the 

wellbeing looking for the conduct of autochthonous individuals. Wellbeing 

and illness are a ceaseless procedure and are interlinked with the wellbeing 

looking for the conduct of the network. The conventional human services 

framework in inborn society is subject to the conviction on otherworldly 

force and connected with magico-strict ceremonies. Treatment is 

frequently founded on home-grown medications and subsequently it is 

firmly connected with the wood’s environment. Each sculpture regardless 

of its effortlessness and multifaceted nature has its own convictions and 
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works on concerning illnesses and authorizes its own arrangement of 

medication. The wellbeing status is related with the financial state of the 

individuals and general condition. The predominance of certain ailments in 

specific zones makes the reality progressively important. Drinking water, 

sanitation, house type and generally speaking day to day environment 

impacted human wellbeing.  

 

The Santals firmly accepted on the customary medication by Ojha. 

To them sickness and illness were unnatural. The ailment was something 

outside and antagonistic to individuals. They had extraordinary confidence 

in the heavenly creatures and they accepted that the reasons for ailment 

were frequently because of otherworldly impacts, demise could be the 

consequence of evil act or impact of god. In the event that woman was not 

restored normally or initiated out of nowhere or the patient kicked the 

bucket, at that point they accepted that the causes were unnatural and there 

must be some otherworldly impact.  

 

The Ojha should play out specific things that the common 

individuals proved unable. He had the option to recognize an illness by 

divination, recognize the distinctive beat of the patient, make the ailment 

assemble at a specific purpose of the body, drawing out the 

underhandedness from the body, exorcize the mindful bonga and regulate 

medication. They knew various mantras and jharnis for treatment. 

Alongside the Ojhas, the Paranaike additionally knew about therapeutic 

plants. women were seldom seen as an Ojha. To turn into an undeniable 

Ojha the individual needed to take preparing for an extensive stretch. 

Frequently the ace instructor was non-Santal, however, the procedure was 

the same7. 

 

Conclusion  

The Santal appreciate the more prominent opportunity in their 

general public. Their life is loaded with satisfaction and intriguing. 

Greatest cases they don't get regarded however their general public 

completely relies upon their work interest. Santal women consistently 

battle against restrictions that they practice inside their general public. 

They took choice inside home yet outside of the home they have no 

position. Santal men torment the women step by step and she accepts that 

their obligation to support their family and spouse without a fight. 

Separation likewise regular in Santal society which demonstrated that they 

additionally reserve a privilege to be glad. Ultimately it inferred that men 

are prevalent among the Santal and women have no situation at outside of 

family yet Santal people group rely upon the women. The Santal women 

are still under the shadow of dimness. Thought the impact of Christianity 

and mindfulness towards instruction has contributed a great deal to teach 

the Santal women and to draw in them mostly in the instructive and 

clinical field as educators and medical caretakers yet at the same time 

miles to go to engage them to arrive at a noble status in their innate 

society. 
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