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INTRODUCTION
Coronavirushasalargefamilyandcanresultinillnessthatcanrangefromacommoncol
dtoveryseverediseasesliketheMiddleEastrespiratorysyndromeandsevereacuteres
piratorysyndrome.ltwasdeclaredtobeapandemiconthe20"March2020byWHOasi
twasspreadgloballyandwascausingseriousconsequences(ACIKGOZ&GUNAY,
2020).Ahighnumberofpilgrimsareattractedbyreligiousfestivalseveryyear. Theser
eligiousgatheringscanresultinanincrementintherateoftransmissionoftheinfectiou
sdiseaseandalsocompromisethesystemofhealthofthehostcountry(Memishetal.,20
14).ThisstudywillanalyzetheeconomiceffectscausedbyCOVID-
19inthecityofMakkah.

LITERATUREREVIEW
AspertheanalysisoftheWorldHealthOrganization,thediseaseofcoronavirusisconti
nuouslyspreadinganditcanresultinverysevereissuestothehealthofthepublic. Theec
onomyoftheworldisabouttoseizeupbecauseofpresentpandemicsituation. Thisisres
ultingincausingshockingeffectsastheyaredisturbingvariousbusinessactivitiesand
globalsupplychains(Cascellaetal.,2019). Thepresentandcorrespondingdayshaven
otedthatwhilenationsshiftedtothelockdowntoavoidmorespreading,theglobalecon
omyseizedup.Whenglobalsupplychainsaredisruptedandmarketoperationsarepres
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suredtofoldup,theresultingconsequencesarealarming(Usmanetal.,2020).Moretha
ntenmillionpilgrimsarriveatMakkaheveryyearfrom184countrieseitherforUmrah
orHajj(Memishetal.,2014)(Karban,2018).Around2.4millionpilgrimswereanticip
atedinSaudiArabiaforHajjinJuly2020,buthadbeenkeptinformedthattherisingCO
VID-

19pandemiccouldaltertheirarrangements(Zumlaetal.,2020). Thereareafewlimitati
onstothisstudy,asitisonlydependentuponthemediareportsandthepublishedarticles
.Itcanbeveryhandytodotheexplorationoftheserelationshipsinanempiricalway.Inth
ecurrentscenario,whenthepandemicisstillspreading,weshouldbecarefulandtakein
toconsiderationtheconsequencesbeforecontactingwithotherswithoutprecautionar
ymeasures.

COMPARISONOFPREANDPOSTCOVIDSITUATION
WorldwidereligioustourismandCOVID-19

Religioustourismwasamajorbusinesspriortothepandemic,intendedforgrowthonly
.Whataboutreligioustourismafteronlyafewpilgrimswerepermittedtoengageinasoc
iallydistancedHajj?Covid-
19hashighlightedthedegreetowhichtheeconomyreliesonthetourismindustry,astou
ristcouncilsfacetheirmostchallengingyear,whichseekssubsidiesandunemployme
ntinthetravelsector. Theeffectsontravelcompaniesappearedtobeseriouswhentheep
idemicfirstcametolight.Fivemonthsdownthelineandnewquarantineregulationsfor
SpainarebeingdevelopedbytheUKgovernment,theAustralianfrontiersremainstea
dilyclosedandthenewsisthatHays Travelhascutnearly900jobs. ThedentofCovid19,
whichisalreadyinseriousstraits,seemsratherirreparableinthetourismindustry.Befo
rethepandemic,achallengingtravellingsectorsoughtredemptioninthefaith,withane
stimated600mofreligiousandspiritualjourneysineveryturnaroundtheSun—
40%ofwhichtookplaceinEuropeandoverhalfinAsia.AninterestgrewbeforeCovid-
19,becausetherecordof347,578voyageurslastyeartravelledthepilgrimagetoJames
deCompostelainSpain,spreadingtoanabilityonancientroute,andover25millionpil
grimscametotheArba'eenannualpilgrimageinKarbala,Irag. TharikHussain,Lonely
Planetwriter,notesthat"religioustourismisundervalued,"andsayshowitgrewunfore
seen."Thereligioustourismisgrowingasmoreandmorepeoplegototheseplacestofin
dmeaningoflife.” AndpilgrimagessuchastheHajjboom,becauseMuslimsbecomem
oewealthyandtravelable.

Butforthecountriesdependentonthatgrowthcourse,Covid-
19hasthrownaspannerinthework.With27.9percentyear-on-
year,lranhasemergedasthesecondmostrapidlygrowingtourismdestinationinthewo
rldin2019.However,thecoronavirushasgreatlydecreasedtouristsinSaudiArabia. Al
though,lastyearthevisitorstoSantiagodeCompostelainSpaincametofullstrength

8143



PJAEE, 17(7) (2020)

100.8

Projectedworldwide2020employmentlossesinthetourismindustrybecauseof COVID-19(millions).

ImpactodCovid-19onReligioustourismindustryofMakkah:

SaudiArabiaisanothercountrywithsignificantreligioustourismplans.Formorethan
1400yearsMuslimpilgrimshavebeensaddlingcamels,boardingboatsandsettingout
onfootforMakkah,andthisnumberhasgoneup.InSaudiArabial.8millionpilgrimsca
metoHajjforHajjinthepastyearandtensofmillionscametoUmrahduringthewholeye
ar.ThesepilgrimagescosttheSaudiindustry$12billionandareequivalentto20%ofno
n-0ilGDPintheKingdomand7%oftotal GDP.

InSeptember,Saudilndustryfirstopeneditsdoorstoforeignvisitors,aspartofalargere
fforttowithdrawfromitseconomicrelianceonoil. Anditsetouttoboostthepilgrimexp
eriencewithmajorplansforHajjthisyearbyinvestinginluxuryhotelsandtransportati
onwiththeexpectationthatHajjandUmrah'srevenueswillcrossover150billiondollar
shby2022ifplansaresuccessful.

AcraftwasalsostartedattheMinistryofHajjandUmrah,whichwouldscanwearables
martcardtraffictoandfromMakkah. Inreality,avirtual3DversionoftheMasjid AlHar
amMosquehasbeendevelopedtoallowpilgrimstogettoknowtheplaceandthelayout
beforetheyarrive(Usmanetal.,2020).Unfortunately,thebestintentionsalwaysgoaw
ry,andHajj2020tellsaverydifferenttale.lthadtodegradethemoney-
makingplansforSaudiArabia. Andworse,oilpricesfallforthefirsttimeinhistoryinAp
riltoanegativevalue.Whilegovernmentofficialstatisticshavenotbeenreleased,noot
herHajjifromoutsideSaudiArabiahavebeenallowedtotravelduetothepotentialforin
fection,estimatingthatbetween1,000and10,000peoplefromwithinthecountryhave
beenexplicitlyselectedandallowedtoparticipate—
sociallydetached,ofcourse(Algaissietal.,2020). Thetourismindustrywasalreadyex
pectedtobetheyearin2020,whenexistingtravelcompanieshaveplanstokeepthem,in
cludingThomasCook.But,asthelong-termconsequencesofCovid-
19arenotyetpredictable,noendiscurrentlyonview.However,ifanyorganisationinth
issectorwillrisefromthedead,thosearefoundedaroundconfidence.Afterall,it'sanim
possibleresourcetovanish.
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N Year Number of Pilgrims

1 2010 2,789,399

2 2011 2927 717
3 2012 3,161,573
4 2013 1,980,249
5 2014 2,085,238

[ 2015 1,952,817
7 2016 1,862,909

8 2017 2352,122
2018 2371675

10 2019 2459 406
Total 23,973,105

Source: Saudi General Authority for Statistics [61].

Religioushospitalityactivities(HajjandUmrah)demandcurve.

P
£, Cost,
Safety,
etc.
P2 AQ<AP
P1
Willingness to Travel
@z ai @
DISCUSSION

Themainpurposeofthisstudywastounderstandtheimpactsthatthecorona-
virushascausedthecityofMakkahandhowtheeconomyhasbeenaffectedduetotheser
iouslockdownallovertheworld.Forcarryingoutthisstudy,thedatausedwasfromdiff
erentonlinepublishedarticles,mediareports,etc.asthespreadhasnotbeenstoppedyet
andisstillaffectingthepeopleandtheworld'seconomy.Differentstudieswereconside
redbeforeandafterthepandemicsituationabouttheeconomyandresultswereanalyze
d.Theresultswereevaluatedfromtheanalysisofthedifferentstudiesandthemediarep
ortsthatwerealreadypresent.Fromthestudies,itwasconcludedthattheCOVID-
19hascausedaverynegativeeffectonnotjusttheeconomyofMakkahbuttheeconomy
oftheworldaswell. Thereasonbehindthiswasthattherewasverysevereimmobilityofl
abor,areducedrateofproductivity,thediscontinuityofthesupplychain,andthedecre
mentintheexports.OneofthemainfactorsthatcannotbeignoredinthecaseofMakkahi
sthetravelingofpilgrimagethatwasplayingoneofthemajorrolesinthebettermentoft
heeconomyofthecity. Thediscontinuationofthisresultedinamajoreconomiclossfor
Makkah.

CONCLUSION

Coronavirushasalargefamilyandcanresultinillnessthatcanrangefromacommoncol
dtoveryseverediseasesliketheMiddleEastrespiratorysyndromeandsevereacuteres
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piratorysyndrome.Tostopafurtherspreadofthedisease,thelockdownwasimplemen
tedinalmostallpartsoftheworld. Thisisresultingincausingshockingeffectsastheyar
edisturbingthebusinessactivitiesandtheglobalsupplychains. Thisresearchwasbase
dontheeconomiceffectsthathavebeencausedtothecityofMakkahbecauseofthecoro
na-
virusoutbreak.Almosttenmillionpeoplefrom182countriestraveltoSaudiArabiaeve
ryyear.SaudiArabiaonFebruary27th,2020,restrictedinboundflights,andlocalandi
nternationalpilgrimswerepreventedfromtravelingtoMakkahandMadinahfortheU
mrahandHajj. ThestudyconcludedthatCOVID-19hadreallybadeffectsontheecono
myofSaudiArabiaandresultedindiscontinuationofthesupplychain,thedeclineinex
ports,anduncertainty.
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