Significance of the Vedic Ethos and the Universality: A General Study PJAEE, 17 (9) (2020)

Significance of the Vedic Ethos and the Universality: A General Study
Nayana Goswami

Department of Sanskrit, Gauhati University, Guwahati, Assam, India
Email: nayanagoswamil7@gmail.com

Nayana Goswami: Significance of the Vedic Ethos and the Universality: A General Study --
Palarch’s Journal Of Archaeology Of Egypt/Egyptology 17(9). ISSN 1567-214x

Keywords: ethos, human resource, indologists, reformation, universal value

ABSTRACT

The Vedic culture occupies an important role in the Indian tradition and Philosophy. The
socio-religious heritage of Indian people is based on the Vedas, the oldest and sacred scripture of
the entire world, which reflect the way of life, culture and Philosophy of ancient India. Indian
has one of the richest civilisations of the ancient world. The word Veda means the great
knowledge and the gems of Vedic Treasure-house should explore to reform the Indian Identity.
Although it is not so easy task, but many Indologists both eastern and western have been done
their scientific and significant works on the Vedic concepts of religion and philosophy, and their
spiritual, moral, social and scientific value.

So that, the theological hidden thoughts of the Vedas can be understood by the scholars
and students of the Vedic or non-Vedic field of study. The human ethics and ideological value of
ancient Indian Society is clearly observed in the Vedic age, which is Universally and
traditionally rich. For the development of the human resource and its ethical value, we should
have acquired the actual meaning of the Vedic thought. In this Research Paper, it has been
focused to analyze the basic concept of the Universal value and ethos of Vedic literature in
different directions of a society and its significance to the social reformation.

1. Introduction

The Vedic scriptures are the precious store-house, which reflect in the culture
and civilization of ancient India. The reformation of Indian cultural heritage is
based on the Vedic tradition. The word Veda denotes a deeper thoughtful
meaning, which carries the Indian Philosophy in a scientific manner. . The term
Veda is derived from the root vid, means ‘to know’ with the suffix either ac or
ghafi (\vid + ac / ghaii). It indicates that it is the source of the sacred and
ultimate knowledge of human-life. The Veda is also known as Agama,
Chandas, Sruti, Apaurus eya, etc. Although the Veda is mainly denoted as the
origin of religious thought, but also of the four principal objects (purus arthas)
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of human life, viz., dharma, artha, kama and moks a. The great ancient
scholars Katyayana and Apastamba define the meaning of the Veda as --
mantrabrahman ayorvedanamadheyaml (Apastambasrautasiitra, 24.1.31).

It is stated that, there are two portions of the Veda, i.e. Mantra or Samhita and
Brahman a. The Mantra or Samhita indicates the metrical portion of the Vedic
hymns, which is the collection of hymns, prayers, etc. Again, the Brahman a
portion includes the Brahman a, Aran yaka and Upanis ad. The Brahman a
contains the prose texts of sacrificial rites and ceremonies. Again, the
Aran yakas are the forest text and the Upanis ads are the secret teachings,
which are the basic source of Indian Philosophy. Here, the Mantra or Samhita
and Brahman a are under the Karmakan d a, the department of the sacrificial
ceremonials. Again, the Aranyakas and Upanis ads are under the
Jhaanakan d a, the department of the supreme knowledge. Basically there are
four types of Vedas, viz. the Rgveda, the Yajurveda, the Samaveda and the
Atharvaveda. Among these the R gveda is the oldest literary scripture of the
world literature. The R gveda is the collections of praising hymns of gods. The
Yajurveda contains the sacrificial formulae of various sacrifices. The
Samaveda is the song book of the Vedic rituals. Then, the Atharvaveda deals
with the charms and chants to be used for offensive and defensive purpose. The
Vedic literature includes the four Vedas and the six Vedangas, the
supplementary texts, which are very important to the better understanding of
the Vedas. Without the knowledge of the S d vedan gas, the six limbs of the
Veda, viz. Siks @ (Phonetics), Kalpa (Science detailing Vedic rituals and
disciplines), Nirukta (Etymology), Vyakaran a (Grammar), Chandas (Meters)
and Jyotis a (Astronomy), one cannot achieve the proper meaning of the Vedic
concepts of ethos and values reflected in the Vedas.

The Rs is or seers of the Vedic literature have revealed the Vedic hymns and
mantras, which represents the theological and pious ideological views on the
various aspects of the Universe. In simple word, the r s is of the Vedas are the
revealers of the Vedic fact as well as the communicator between divine
knowledge of the Vedic hymns and common-masses. The Indologists both
eastern and western have composed several works on the Vedic thoughts and
Philosophy. Among them, Max Mauller, H.H. Wilson, A. Weber, R.T.H.
Griffith, M. Bloomfield, M.M. Williams, W.D. Witney, H. Oldenberg, M.
Winternitz, A.B. Keith, Dayananda Saraswati, Sri Arobindo, R.G. Bhandarkar,
P.V. Kane, etc., are very famous scholars in the field of Indological Study.

The Vedic literature is the oldest scripture of human knowledge, which have
transmitted from one generation to the next by word of mouth, from teachers to
the disciple. The Vedas are revealed between about 1500 BC and 1000 BC
during the Vedic civilization of ancient India. The glorious history of Aryan
civilization has been clearly observed in the Vedic literature. Although, the
Veda is considered as a religious literature but for intense knowledge and
principle, there is an immense prospect of implementation for institutional and
socio-cultural purpose. In the modern period of twenty first century, the people
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of India still owe to the seers of then ancient period. It means that the scientific
and significant thoughts of the Vedic ethos have an Universal value, which
should be explored to reform and identify the glorious Indian cultural heritage.
The Socio-cultural, spiritual, ethical, etc., are scientifically valuable elements
of the Vedic theological concepts. This is the key factors, which denote the
Universal value of the Vedic literature as well as the Vedic ethos. A deep study
on the Vedic concepts is quite essential for proper understanding the
significances of the Vedic Universality as well as the human values.

2. Objectives

The foremost emphasis of this research paper is a general study to understand
the Vedic concepts or thoughts focusing different aspects of Universal values
as well as the human values, which established the Indian traditional culture as
an ideal one. And also to understand the significance of the Vedic era and
transformation of the Vedic thoughts with special reference to the Vedic ethos
and the Universal values with the present circumstance.

3. Methodology

This research paper is based on the analytical and descriptive type of research
methodology. The findings of the research study are collected from two types
of data sources, i.e. the primary source and secondary source related to the
Vedic culture and tradition. The Original text books of the Vedic literatures
are taken as the primary sources and a few rest reference books are as the
secondary sources, while the related literary works on this particular subject are
not found.

4. Relevance of the Vedic Ethos and the Universality-

The Vedic ethos refers the meaning of the moral beliefs and thought of the
Vedic era. Again, the Universality implies a value considered as common for
all or almost all mankind. The Vedic ethos and the Universality signify the
prominence that designates the moral physiognomies of responsibility,
secularism, respect, etc., related to all creations of the Universe, which refers
the concepts about the communal things. Thus, the term Universality implies
the beheavioural standards of morality and ethics learnt from the Vedic
tradition that are quite necessary to live in a harmonious and peaceful society
till now. In this age of globalization, the Universal values are more needed for
better understanding about the human values.

The Vedic literature and culture is the imperative contribution by Aryan
civilization of ancient India. The Vedic tradition is based on scientific
knowledge and observation, which carries the glory of Indian culture and
heritage, until the end of time. It brings the factualism and values of human
life, due to which the Veda or Vedic literature reaches the heights of excellence
with the consequence of era. Based on these Vedic ideals and thought, the
world literary scenario emerges in later stage.
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Again, the ancient education system of India, which is based on the Veda, has
been a source of inspirations to all educational system of the world. The study
of the Vedic texts and allied literature gives the complete knowledge of the
way of life. According to the Taittiriyopanis ad, during the convocation in
Vedic period, the preceptors instructed to their disciples about the moral duties
to be followed, and it is enjoined that one should never neglect the Vedic study
and teachings --  svadhyayapravacanabhyam na  pramaditavyam
(Taittiriyopanis ad, 1.11.1.). Again, from the Vedic age, the parents are
honuored as the god and also a guest should be treated as his god, i.e. be one,
showing respect to father and mother and treating the Atithi, i.e. guests and
men as your god -- pitr devo bhava/ atithidevo bhava (Taittiriyopanis ad,
1.11.2.).

Although, the modern technical knowledge has a great importance in order to
the social aspects; but also it makes much more inspirations to adopt our own
traditional values. The knowledge, intelligence, spirituality, etc. have always
believed an important place in Indian society, which are based on the Vedas.
The educational tradition of VVedic age has the social, moral and spiritual values
that can make the development and reform the human-life. The Vedic
educationists or the seers held the moral, aesthetic and spiritual values which
are the products of realization of truth (satya), good (siva), beauty (sundara).
The unity, integrity, self-confidence, etc. are the main salient features of the
Vedic traditions. Here, it may be mentioned that in the oldest famous Vedic
scripture the R gveda, we have to find about the universal-unity as follows --
sam gacchadhvam sam vadadhvam sam vo manamsi janatam iti// (R gveda,
10.191.2)). It means that for a collective harmonious life, people will go
together, will work together, will speak together, think together, and agree
together.

According to Manu, the entire Vedas is called the root-source of the Dharma —
vedo khilo dharmamiilam/ (Manusmr ti, 2.6). Usually, the term dharma means
religion, law, usage, practice, custom, virtue, duty, right, justice, morality, etc.
The word dharma is definitely related to Karman, i.e. action or duty. As the
best creation of the cosmos, human beings are bound to maintain the social
responsibility to all beings. Although, the performance of the sacrificial rites in
the early Vedic period is the familiar meaning of the word dharma, it, thereby
signifies the duties and responsibilities of the people. As because, the Vedic
sacrifices are directly related to the action. Every good action performed with
selfless spirit should be taken as covered by the term yajfia, i.e. sacrifice. The
yajiia is not only a Vedic ritual, but, it is a wide term that covers all good acts
including prayers, associations, offerings, etc., which make a complete way of
human life. The benefits of performing the yajiias may be multitude. A deep
study of the sacrificial ceremonies is quite essential for proper understanding of
the Vedic cultural activities. The Vedic yajiias are performed for ethical
development and community welfare. Indeed, the sacrificial rituals purify the
environment as well as the human body and mind. The Satapathabrahman a
clearly states that yajia is the best deed in the world -- yajfio vai
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sres t hatamam karma / (Satapathabrahman a, 1.7.1.5.). This type of spirit of
collectiveness is very much needed in our present materialistic society, which
Is afflicted with the negative spirit of selfishness and egoistic consciousness.
The man making education was duly emphasized in the Vedic tradition. The
value oriented educational culture of the Vedic age has to be acquired for the
uplifment of Indian Identity as well as the Universality.

The culture of language and literature is the mirror of a cultured society. For
the better understanding about a society we have to acquire the knowledge of
economic-social-political-cultural sides of a particular society. The Vedas are
the origin of Indian heritage, and for that reason we have to know about the
source of Indian tradition and culture and their socio-cultural reformation. In
this context the scholars are usually states that -- vina vedam vina gitam vina
ramayan tkatham / vina kavim kalidasam kutra syat bharatiyata Il

Before the five thousand years ago of this twenty first century the r s is, i.e.
seers or the scholars of Vedic age have established an environment of scientific
and traditionally value-oriented education system in the field of political,
educational, cultural, economic, medical science, etc. Because of some
problems, the actual knowledge had not spread-out in the ancient period among
the common people. But in the present day the theological concepts of the
Vedic thoughts are clearly spread-out all over the world. Although, it is not so
easy task, but many lIdeologists both of Vedic ethos and their spiritual, moral,
philosophical, social, religious and scientific value. There are many theories are
perceived in the Vedas and Vedic literature about the Astronomy, Physics,
Engineering, Aeronautics, Chemistry, Metallurgy, Mathematics, Arithmetic,
Geometry, Medicine, Ayurveda, Botany, Agriculture, Irrigation, Ecology,
Cosmetics, Art and Culture, Yoga, Geography, Architecture, Politics, Warfare,
Phonetics, Computers, etc. In the Rgveda, the reference related to the Test
Tube Baby is mentioned, which is the great instance regarding the
achievements of the modern Medical science — satre ha jadanis ita namibhih
kumbhi ratah sis icatuh samanaml tato ha mana udiyaya madhyata tato
jatamr s imahurvasis t ham// (R gveda, 7.33.13)

Again, the Vedic literature is the authentic eternal and Universal literature. The
important subject-matters about the human life and Universe, we have noticed
in this valuable scripture of the world. The moral, intellectual, cultural, social,
economic, political, ethical knowledge are collectively found in this
scientifically authentic treasure-house of Vedic literature. Now-a-days the
Vedas and the whole Sanskrit literature have been called as the ideal of the
mankind. In the ISopanis ad, we have found a verse about the eternal truth of
human life that we should enjoy our life by sharing and giving, which brings
the most happiness to our mind -- isa@ vasyamidam sarvam yatkimca jagatyam
jagat / tena tyaktena bhufijitha ma gr dhah kasya sviddhanam // (ISopanis ad,
1.1). Again, we, the best creation of the Universe, have the ultimate
responsibility and should be kind and grateful to all beings and the Nature as
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one family -- ayam nijah paro veti gan ana laghucetasam | udaracaritanam tu
vasudhaiva kutumvakam// (Hitopadesa, 1.3.71).

5. Conclusion

Thus, we have seen about the Universality of Vedic traditions and culture. This
study has an immense scope of future study which may unfold several new
dimensions of Vedic concepts. This is an over view study of fundamental
context which may lead a new beginning to understand of Vedic concepts in
modern context of the Universal value. In the ancient India, although the Vedas
are considered as a religious literature but for its instance knowledge and
principle there is an immense prospect of implementation for institutional and
socio-cultural educational purpose. The scientific and the Universal value
oriented ethos of the Vedic literature have several aspects to analyses and
understand. The actual meaning of the Vedic ethos is very essential for the
sustainable development and reformation of human race in the modern context.
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