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ABSTRACT  

This article is part of the discussions generated in the academic field of the Francisco José de 

Caldas District University (Colombia), taking as reference the broader context of Colombian 

social and cultural dynamics. Thus, addressing the concept of territory as a specific space where 

interactions occur that can be of alliance or conflict, concurrence, tensions, cooperation, and 

co-construction between the different actors that inhabit and transform it, invites the university, 

society, and the Colombian government to carry out responsible and committed studies with 

the educational system. In this way, one of the main objectives is to study the implementation 

of programs in all fields of education that recognize cultural diversity and allow enriching, 

from a cultural capital, the conceptual and epistemological perspectives, with semantic, 

cultural, and historical approaches. Thus, this paper invites a profound reflection on the 

territorial events that affect cultural diversity, ecosystems, and the means of capital production, 

understood from the social, cultural, and economic spheres. 

 

INTRODUCTION  

Because the Colombian government’s plans and programs in the face of 

globalization warn that society must be empowered as a knowledge society, 

where technology development and the characteristics of the national context, 

encourage new paradigms specifically in vocational training. Thus, making a 

critical reflection on the territory as a social space, and recognizing it as a whole, 

where the parties should logically appear in a non-arbitrary way as objects of 

all human relationships [1]. This invites to arouse greater awareness of the 

cultural problems of the Latin American context to focus studies from the 

education field for sustainable territorial transformation. Ideal training in today's 

education system means the existence of professionals working in harmonious 
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cooperation environments, consenting to their social responsibility, free from 

prejudice, and committed to the struggle to counteract any form of social 

inequalities generation. 

 

It is important to note that the Colombian education system currently invites 

academic institutions to work toward knowledge of otherness and the reduction 

of inequalities. In this sense, [2] converge in manifesting that contextualized 

programs must be developed in line with current territorial realities and that to 

do so, future professionals must be trained not far from the realities lived in 

intellectual, political, and economic environments. Thus, the proposals must be 

focused on achieving the necessary transformations, from a critical reflection to 

the territorial footprints and impasses emanating from historical events of lived 

territories [3]. Therefore, the invitation is to answer the following question: 

¿what is the role that education, specifically the university, plays in 

understanding the dynamics of the current territorial context? 

 

Conception Of Territory 
   

Understanding the idea of territory and its link with diversity invites us to reflect 

in principle on the concept of space. Until the mid-20th century, the concept of 

space was not of great importance to geography. Geographers were educated to 

see and study landscapes and their meanings but did not seek abstract structures 

or possible causalities hidden in them. [4], referring to space, states that it refers 

to a geographical entity or place with boundaries or borders. This implies that 

the spaces in turn are subdivided into regions, which are described according to 

their physical characteristics, population, and economic aspects. These 

characteristics make it possible to differentiate one region from another within 

a space. 

 

In regional geography, the interest of study is found in the transformations 

within the inhabited space, specifically those related to consumption and thus 

production [5]. In this sense, when referring to agricultural production we can 

associate it with the advantages of the Colombian ecosystem and with this 

regionalization becomes a cut of territorial space characterized by physical 

criteria such as relief. Also, as for social and economic aspects. In this way, the 

transformations that the actors perform and the cultural appropriation of them, 

associated with the conditions of power, demarcate, differentiate, and 

characterize the territory [6]. 

 

Laws, norms, and power structures govern the territories where regulated spaces 

exist, such as countries, cities, neighborhoods, and academic cloisters. In 

defining the territory as a power scenario, [7] states that there are countless 

points originating in it and they possess different intentions according to the 

actors involved in it. Thus, in the territory a multiplicity of powers is established 

that affect in different ways and degrees any planning action [8], given the 

different power relations that establish action limits of the actors in the social, 

cultural, economic, and political fields [7]. Therefore, it is necessary to 

institutionalize policies related to interculturality on the challenges and 

possibilities of a pedagogy that affirm diversity and quality education for all, as 

aspects that come into constant tension with inequalities [9,10]. 
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For [11], the territory is a warp of parallel and sometimes interconnected 

relations between four fields of power (Figure 1): sociocultural, physical space, 

legal-political, and environmental. They demarcate and manifest the different 

tensions, needs, dreams, and hopes of communities, which converges in a 

cultural representation that characterizes and differentiates one territory from 

another. In this sense, the university as a territorial construction scenario is no 

stranger to the interconnection of these four fields of power and is obliged from 

cultural diversity to recognize the different territory conceptions of the actors 

involved. In addition, the university must recognize the territorial relations that 

other actors have when developing work on territorial intervention, whether in 

the design, planning or territorial intervention. An example of this is the way in 

which the university articulated with government entities mediates in territorial 

planning, in territories of continuous tension between settlers and indigenous 

communities. Thus, for [12], in the peoples of America a new discourse of 

cultural diversity emerges in the formation of democratic nations, this forces the 

university to rethink teaching and social outreach activities inspired by global 

policies that promote cultural pluralism and access to education for 

marginalized populations. 

 

Figure 1. Fields Of Power Associated with The Territory. Adapted From Bustos 

(2015)  

 

To achieve this, two aspects must be taken into account: (i) the first point of 

view is to propose teaching practices relevant to educational and political 

theory. (ii) The second point of view rescues the need to inform educators and 

national policy makers of current debates on diversity and interculturality [8]. 

In this way, an education is proposed through a pedagogy that affirms diversity 

and quality for all the actors involved, where diversity is opposed to serious 

inequalities, showing itself as a source of wealth in a democratic society. As a 

recognition of diversity, in [13] in its article seven establishes that, the State 

recognizes and protects the ethnic and cultural diversity of the Colombian 

nation. Today, however, the populations most affected by the armed conflict 

and the proliferation of cocaine trafficking are the indigenous and Afro-

Colombian communities, the latter being the most systematically and 
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increasingly hit on the Colombian Pacific coast. This has an impact on the loss 

of territory caused by forced displacement. 

 

Therefore, this leads us to think that the war for the domination of ancestral 

territories, as evidenced in the studies of [14,15,16], it has led out-of-law groups 

and even the rulers themselves to annihilate cultural diversity, as demonstrated 

by the association between paramilitaries and politicians. Thus, recognizing 

from research the events, traces, and imprints in territorial history makes 

education a scenario of social importance that leads from the recognition of 

ancestral knowledge, cultural traditions, and knowledge, to build a science for 

and by social transformation. 

 

Link Between Territory and Professional Training 

 

Reflecting on the territory from the university education in Colombia, demands 

to recognize the importance of the territory, colonization, and cultural diversity. 

In addition, this invites researchers to integrate in their work philosophical, 

epistemological, psychological, anthropological, and sociological aspects 

framed in pedagogical aspects, with a high level of social sensitivity to conflicts 

generated by factors such as violence that leads to the loss of territory [17]. This 

is understood as the scenario of forced displacement and as one of the most 

acute social problems, that Colombia has experienced since the degradation of 

the internal war, where thousands of poor and generally peasant families have 

to leave their farms and reestablish themselves elsewhere. Thus, the occupation 

of ancestral territories and the indiscriminate exploitation of natural and mineral 

resources throughout Colombian history have led to profound conflicts between 

man and ecosystems. The social resistances against the hegemonic power, 

which in the case of Colombian territory focuses on multinationals and 

landowners, have generated conflicts and the State has not had enough reaction 

to propose strategies, plans, and actions that guarantee social equity. In this way, 

it is here that the university must emerge to articulate itself from scientific and 

technological knowledge with the plans and programs proposed by the 

Colombian State. 

 

Therefore, the above is an invitation to observe and establish dialog with society 

in universities from an institutional social projection, where in an articulated 

way scientific and cultural knowledge come into harmony to develop projects 

of social impact. Thus, universities in Colombia will respond to the challenges 

of a globalized world that invites rethinking and building new strategies in 

pursuit of change, not only in production and work, but also in the relationships 

between science, technology, and society [18], Therefore, the links between 

education and territory are complex [10,20] 

 

The acquisition of new knowledge and the ability to generate different 

knowledge are definitive elements in the social and economic positioning of a 

human organization. Thus, the central feature of knowledge societies or 

knowledge-generating societies is the ability to recognize in communities their 

realities, needs, and dreams [21]. In this way, it is significant to establish 

objectives focused on the ability to use the knowledge acquired to propose 
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strategies and actions in order to build a future. This makes knowledge a 

dynamic tool for social change in balance with nature. 
 

In order to compete effectively in a globalized world, not to deteriorate 

ecosystems, and to minimize conflicts between communities and actors outside 

the territory that are intended to establish different forms of production and 

exploitation, it is required that the university as a scientific actor develop 

dynamic models of education. These models must be open to change and must 

ensure community participation, and thus social and scientific relevance, which 

will result in the formation of all Colombians with a greater critical and social 

sense. These are two definitive characteristics for positioning economically and 

culturally a human organization for criticism and discernment in relation to the 

lived territory and the territorial future. In this way, knowledge becomes not 

only the instrument for explaining and understanding a reality, but also the 

source of development capable of motivating social change in a territory. 

However, what do we mean by territory? Thus, interpreting the polysemy 

meaning of territory makes it necessary to address the conceptions of regional 

geographers, who used without distinction the terms space, place, region, and 

territory. 
 

CONCLUSION  

In Colombia, multiple territories live the vicissitudes of the armed conflict. 

However, these are considered private property and in this sense scenario of 

tensions caused by group or individual interests. This leads to recognition as a 

complex interconnection that configures multiple relationships with this lived 

territory. In this way, today's society focuses its efforts and concerns on the 

immediate production and distribution of goods and services, and has a social 

obligation to make changes in social, political, and cultural paradigms. This 

leads to assume new roles, establishing dynamic relationships at the 

socioeconomic level that do not negatively affect the environment, natural 

resources, and cultural plurality, a source of national wealth. This will result in 

the development of identity and thus the recognition and respect for the other, 

which will allow identifying the social problems in the environment. In addition, 

this will lead to socio-cultural strengthening based on the solution of problems 

that interfere with factors such as violence, loss of territory, land use, and 

usufruct of natural and mineral resources. 
 

Finally, the communities recognize that there must be sustainable economic 

development with an internal conception of the territory, understood as the 

production processes, practices, and policies in which economic value 

predominates at the expense of environmental deterioration. However, there is 

also the contrast from a contextual conception within sustainability. That is, 

understood as the process of controlled exploitation of natural and mineral 

resources, which ensures the survival of future generations and allows for the 

participative valorization and re-appropriation of communities in economic 

projects related to processes of territorial intervention. 
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